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“ 
Rest 


By Howard Arnold Walter 


*- Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me."’ 


EHOLD us, Lord, to-day, with cares oppressed, 
Bound ‘neath the load of hurt humanity, 
Dreaming perchance of heavenly bliss to be 
When from earth’s tasks we shall-be dispossessed: 
Teach us to wear the yoke that sets us free, 
And find the Heaven of work thy love hath blessed. 








High-priced Living 

There are many unworthy good ways of spending 
ourtime, Foramong the many good ways there is only 
one best way for each of us ; and that best way is the only 
one that we can safely consider. God alone can tell us 
just what this best use of our time to-day is; he is 
eager to show us, and to enable us to walk success- 
fully in it, If we let him do this, our constant song 
can be; 


**Give me, O Lord, thy highest choice, 
Let others take the rest ; 
Their good things have no "charm for me, 
For I have got thy best.’’ 


And this is to live the life of efficiency, of peace, of 
joy, and of power, while other lives about us are 


strengthened and enriched just because we have ac- 
cepted God's highest choice. Merely good things 
are never good enough for those who ought to have 
only the best. 

ae. 


Being Dependable 

When certain people say that a thing will be 
done, we know that it is as good as done. ‘There are 
others who may give us the same assurance, in the 
same earnestness of manner, yet we know that their 
word and their sincere purpose mean almost nothing. 
To which class are we gradually, perhaps uncon- 
sciously, assigning ourselves? ‘*The world would be 
a dreary place,’’ said Dr. Babcock, ‘if there wer? 
not some Christians who need no prodding or watch- 
ing ; who can be told and then trusted.'’ What a 
watchword for us all to seek to live by: ‘*Told and 
trusted’’ ! And if we have been carelessly slipping 
into the wrong class,—of those who are told and dis- 
trusted, —we can get out of that class by starting now 
to let our Lord revolutionize our lives in this thing. 
It may cost a good deal for a while ; but the cost will 
more than pay for itself. “Life takes on a new mean- 
ing, to ourselves and to others, when we are rigidly, 
scrupulously dependable. 


a? 
Our Reason for Joy 
In Which should we rejoice most, in what we can 
do, or in what is done for us? Our natural impulse is 
to answer at once, ‘‘In what we can do.’’ But God 


wants us to rejoice most in what he does for us,—in 
other words, in the wonders of the riches of his grace. 


& 


Our Lord Jesus Christ seems to be teaching this lesson 
when he said to the victorious and radiant Seventy, as 
they returned from their healing and demon-defeating 
mission : ‘‘ Nevertheless in this rejoice not, that the 
spirits are subject unto you; but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven.’’ It is hard for man to 
come completely and forever to the recognition of God's 
undeserved care for him as his only hope and his 
greatest blessing. We become as little children when 
finally we see this; and then God has his longed-for 
opportunity to do all that he would forus, Moreover, 
the blessed paradox of the working of grace is that the 
man can do most who most keenly recognizes that 
God does everything for him and through him. 


x 
When Troubles Threaten 


Fear is likely to be a greater burden to us than 
fact. It is easy to be constantly afraid that ‘the 
worst is yet tocome.’’ If we are troubled in this way, 
let us remember the keen observation : ‘‘I am old, 
and have had many troubles ; but most of tiem never 
happened.’’ On the other hand, when real troubles 
do come, what then? We can be sure that we shall 
not have more than we can stand, ‘‘ Years come to 
us in days, and the day’s burden is always bearable."’ 
In every kind of testing, ‘‘God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tested above that ye are able ; but 
will with the testing make also the way of escape, 
that ye may be able to endure it.’’ It is when we insist 
upon anticipating a testing that has not yet come to 
us, and that may never come, that we are likely to 
find the burden too great ; and /Aa¢f is a burden that 
need never be borne. 


% 


Islam’s Challenge to American Sunday-Schools 


HERE is but one name that men take upon their 
lips which disputes with the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ a world supremacy. That is the 

name of Mohammed. The false prophet’s religion is 
the one religion that stands with Christianity as a 
«‘world*’ faith. Beyond all others it has crossed the 
bounds of geography and race and language and po- 
litical control; and it has given the Christian church 
a problem that is separated from all other mission 
problems. It is too big to be called merely a ‘‘ prob- 
lem’’; and when the missionary faces it he calls this 
greatest organized foe of Christianity ‘‘the Moslem 
World."’ 

This world religion, springing up six centuries after 
Christ, not only swept over heathen lands in three 
continents, but met Christianity in Asia and Africa 
and overwhelmed the churches of Christ, which were 
weakened by inward corruption, Worst of all, Islam 
is the one religion that in this very day is disputing 
the mission fields with the Christian forces, and in the 
great Dark Continent has actually been gaining in the 
conflict for the souls of the pagans. One mission- 
ary, who has. pushed far into the Egyptian Sudan 
and established for the American Mission a station 
two hundred miles beyond the farthest point before 
reached by any missionaries, writes that the Moslem 
traders had been there long before, preaching their 
faith. As one of the missionaries from Africa said 
before the Keswick Convention last July, ‘Islam 
represents the shame of the-Christian church to-day.’’ 

But a new day isdawning. The neglect of centuries 
is turning into an eager study of the unspeakable con- 
ditions in Moslem lands, and an eager questioning as 
to what can be done. 

Fifty years ago, American business men were but 
slightly interested in ‘‘ world movements,’’ whether 
in religion or in business. What happened in 


Turkey. or in South America excited perhaps a pass- 


ing notice, but it had little relation to the vital con- 
cerns of the American business man, and did not stir 
his heart. To-day two of the leading newspapers in 
one of America’s great cities are printing a series of 
articles by a business man who is the president of a 
bank, the owner and operator of thousands of acres 
of farm land, and the builder of atown. He is writ- 
ing to men in terms that lay hold of every vital inter- 
est that an American business man has at stake, 
And his topic is the Moslém World! With clear 
et into the world’s commerce this writer piles up 

aggering figures that show from the view-point of 

old profit and loss that a business man to-day must 
talkie account of the Moslem World. Yet that is not 
his strong plea, even to the business men. He him- 
self has traveled through Moslem lands with seeing 
eyes, and it is to the heart of the husband and the 
tather in America that he brings home the burning 
facts of Islam. Some of these disclosures of things 
as they are in the Moslem World, which are startling 
enough for an American newspaper to print week by 
week, will be published in an early issue of The 
Sunday School Times, 

This business man, who has now put the King’s 
Business above his large earthly interests, is in Egypt 
studying further the conditions of Moslem childhood, 
He has seen that the heart of the Moslem problem 
is the Moslem child. The ‘childhood of Islam is 
bearing the heaviest burden of the demoralizing 
**world’’ where the false prophet is worshiped. For 
the religion of Mohammed has no place for the child. 
It is not strange that at last the realization has come 
to leaders of this fight that victory for the Faith which 
declares that the kingdom of God belongs to children 
may best come by way of the child, Does this mean 
that the great and baffling ‘*‘Moslem problem'’ is a 
Sunday-school problem ? 

To answer that question, and to bring the facts from 
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every part of the Moslem world to the Sunday-school 
forces gathered at Zurich in the World's Convention 
last July, a Moslem Commission was appointed. The 
Commission consisted of twenty-four of the foremost 
Christian leaders of the Moslem world, headed by 
Bishop J. C. Hartzell and Dr. S. M. Zwemer. These 
men made an extensive investigation of the Sunday- 
school conditions, needs, and opportunities in Mos- 
lem lands. Five hundred letters were sent out to 
missionary boards and missionaries throughout the 
world who could best give the information asked for. 

The report of the Commission at Zurich was vir- 
tually the pleading before the Christian world of the 
case of eighty-one million children living in unspek- 
able surroundings, one-half of whom are at present 
beyond the reach of a single Christian influence. 
On the facing page a glimpse is given of some of the 
facts and inspiring messages brought before the Zurich 
Convention. What answer would the home church 
make to the missionaries? What answer would 
the Sunday-school make? If the Sunday-school 
was to meet the opportunity it would mean an en- 
largement of its policy, and far-reaching changes in 
Sunday-school forces. There was but one answer. 
‘Considering, therefore, the prevalent conditious and 
crying needs of these helpless children in Moslem 
lands, the World's Sunday School Association pro- 
poses at once 40 organize the present Susday-school 
forces and marshal them for an onward march 
against this foe."’ 

The first step in the program is a plan to bring to 
the Christians of North America something of the 
vision that the delegates to the Zurich Convention 
caught. Two tour parties, led by the very men who 
headed the Moslem Commission, will conduct a 
‘*Moslem Campaign’’ from February 2 to 11, 1914, 
visiting twelve cities. Tour Party No. 1, led by 
Bishop Hartzell, will include Dr. C, T. Erickson, the 
hero of ‘‘storm-tossed Albania,'’ and Frank L. Brown, 
Field Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Associ- 
ation, Tour Party No, 2 will be led by Dr. Zwemer 
and will include Stephen van R. Trowbridge, an 
American Board Secretary and formerly missionary to 
Turkey, and Marion Lawrance, the beloved Sunday- 
school general. 

The following is the proposed itinerary for this 
Moslem Campaign, It will be noted that on some 
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dates the tour parties are joined together in the cam- 
paign. 


DATE PARTY I PARTY 2 
Monday’ February 2 —: Grand Rapids 
Tuesday e 3 Detroit Detroit 
Wednesday * 4 Columbus Toledo 
Thursday “ 5 Wheeling Pittsburgh 
Friday « 6 Altoona Harrisburg 
Saturday “ i Philadelphia Philadelphia 
Sunday ”“ Philadelphia Philadelphia 
Monday ee 9 Brooklyn Brooklyn 
Tuesday * « ~ to New York New York 
Wednesday ‘“ I! ao Poughkeepsie 


The missionaries in Moslem lands have asked the 
world’s Sunday-schools for literature, for pictures, and 
for Sunday-school specialists, particularly for qualified 
leaders at strategic points like Constantinople and 
Cairo to build up the Sunday-school forces in the 
mission field and give the Christian Sunday-school 
a place of power among the Moslems, Large plans 
are in operation for the next three years in world 
Sunday-school work, and twenty thousand dollars 
will be needed each year to carry out the program. 

But the financial problem will be the easiest to 
solve. A life-long worker and leader in the Sunday- 
school field recently said that in all the large King- 
dom plans of which he had been a part, the money 
had come with surprising ease when something else 
had come first. That ‘* something else’’ was what 
all the missionaries who wrote to the Moslem Com- 
mission put first among their needs: ‘Call the 
Church to prayer.’’ ‘This is the chief plea also of the 
leaders in the Moslem Campaign, that the Sunday- 
schools pray. 

A prayer plan that will enable each Sunday-school 
to secure definite prayer from all its members for this 
great work will be announced during this Moslem 
Campaign. But let our own prayers go up now and 
continue to go up as we share in the Moslem Cam- 
paign and its assured blessing. 

Pray for these Tour Parties; for the awakening of 
the Christians who hear them; for the awakening of 
the American Sunday-school ; for the Moslem world 
and Moslem childhood. And as we pray§for the 
thrusting forth of laborers, let us make ready to give 
life to this cause, whether our life is to go forth in 
money and in prayer, or in personal service also. 





Is There Something 
Beyond “ Mere Salvation ” ? 


Many a child of God who has received Jesus 
Christ as Saviour is miserably unsatisfied in his Chris- 


tian life. Many another is not even so far along as 
to be consciously unsatisfied, but, though living far 
from the ideals fof Christ, is unconscious of the gulf 
between his own life and the normal Christian life. 
Still others live a life that is radiant with testimony to 
the satisfying power and keeping power of Christ. 
Why is this so? Are there different classes of Chris- 
tians? An earnest reader in California has written 
searchingly : 

Here and there I have met a teaching that there are two classes 
of saved ones, one barely saved, the other very abundantly, as 
intimated in 1 Corinthians 3:14, 15 (‘‘If any man's work 
shall abide which he built thereon, he shall receive a reward. 
If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but 
he himself shall be saved; yet so as through fire’’), the re- 
quirement for the former not needing to be full surrender to 
Christ, ~And while you have been setting forth the surren- 
dered life with so much more clearness and power than ever 
before, there has seemed at times an implication of the above. 
As if an answer to the question, ‘* How little will do?"’ can 
be, ‘' Faith that does not have to surrender all."’ 

True, we must guard against the error of setting forth any- 
thing as the condition of salvation except saving faith. On 
the other hand, is there not another error that to-day we need 
to guard against maybe more : teaching that saving faith can 
be anything less than full surrender ? 


It zs possible to be saved for the next world and 
know little or nothing of the fruits of salvation in this. 
The Bible and Christian experience seem to point 
unmistakably to the possibility of a bare salvation as 
over against an abundant salvation. And one differ- 
ence between Christians seems to consist in the fact 
that some are surrendering the mastery of their lives 
unconditionally to Christ, while others, having taken 
him as Saviour, are holding back from sustained un- 
conditional surrender. 

The one essential for passing from death to life is 
belief in Christ as one’s personal Saviour : that belief 





which, as an act of the will, commits one’s self into 
Christ's keeping and receives him as Saviour. There is 
just one ‘‘ work’’ that opens heaven tous. Jesus told 
the multitude what it was when they asked him the 
direct question. He had said to them, ‘‘ Work... 
for the food which abideth unto eternal life.’’ They 
replied, ‘‘ What must we do, that we may work the works 
of God?’’ Mark our Lord's answer, ‘‘This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent’’ (John 6 : 28, 29). Theone‘‘ work’’ which man 
can do, and which makes the eternal dividing line be- 
tween the saved and the lost, is the act of belief in 
Christ as one’s personally accepted Saviour, Paul's 
Spirit-given word to the stricken jailer who cried out 
‘* What must I do to besaved ?’’ was the same : ‘‘ Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved.’’ 
And the great heart-message of John 3 : 16 points to 
the same simple, eternal pathway. 

Probably no one who receives Christ as Saviour from 
his sins would or could do so while consciously in- 
tending not to let Christ be Lord and Master of his 
life. -The sincere act of receiving Christ as Saviour 
seems to require an attitude of surrender, then and 
there, to the Lordship of Christ,—though perhaps 
many, at the time of their definite acceptance of the 
Saviour, are not thinking about his mastery of their 
lives, but rather about his saving them from the pen- 
alty of their sins. But one difference between Chris- 
tians is that, after having thus received the Saviour, 
some do not let him become or continue to be their 
unconditional Master, while others do. And. those 
Christians who, in any way, habitually assert their 
own will in resistance to Christ's will are thereby cut 
off from experiencing the joy and power and freedom 
and fruit-bearing which are their rightful heritage. 

That a person may thus sincerely commit himself 
to Christ's eternal safe-keeping as Saviour from the 
guilt and penalty of his sins, without thereafter yield- 
ing his whole life and every act of his life to the 
present mastery of Christ, seems to be sadly unqués- 
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tionable in and ized as a factor in 
Scripture. Paul wrote to the Corinthians as brethren, 
and as in Christ, but as carnal, walking after the 
manner of men. Yet he commenced that very letter 
to those persons as to saints, sanctified in Christ. 

There is another class of Christians who differ from 
the class just described, in that they are living in an | 
attitude of unconditional surrender to the mastery 
of their Lord; they are yielding to his whole will 
for their life, so far as they know it; and they long to be 
used in his service in whatever way he directs. Yet 
their lives are not joyous, victorious, fruit-bearing 
lives. Often they are defeated, though unwillingly, 
by recognized sin. Their sorrow and repentance for 
each failure is deep and genuine; they recognize 
Christ's forgiveness of every such sin; and in his 
strength they rise after each fall to press on again, in 
the hope that they may find a victory that has not yet 
been theirs. In this they are continually disap- 
pointed. And their trouble is not that they need to 
surrender more completely to the mastery of Jesus 
Christ, or even that they need to pray more, or strive 
harder. The trouble lies somewhere else. 

There is a third class of Christians who represent, 
better than either of the two classes described, the 
normal Christian life which is offered to us in the 
pages of the New Testament and in the person of our 
Lord. These Christians find life an ever-increasing 
joy, an ever-growing amazement of the riches of God’s 
love, grace, and power. They find that Christ is able 
to keep them in a habitual experience of victory over 
sin, They find that worry, anxiety, discouragement, 
fear drop away from their lives in impotence before 
Christ's omnipotent, indwelling presence. Tiey have 
a supernatural witness to the power of Christ in their 
lives. And what is the secret? 

Simply that these Christians are érusting Christ 
more than are the surrendered but defeated Chris- 
tians. They have been enabled by God’s own Spirit 
to recognize that the New Testament’s unequivocal 
promises of victory over sin mean just what they say. 
And, as these Christians took Christ in the first place 
in quiet unseeing faith as their Saviour from the Zen- 
ality of their sins, so now they are taking Christ, in 
exactly the same kind of quiet, unseeing faith as their 
Saviour from the ower of their sins, They recognize 
that they themselves can no more conquer the power 
of sin in any particular temptation than they.can de- 
liver themselves from the death-penalty of sin ; so 
they have given up trying to fight sin and overcome 
sin by any effort of their own, and they just accept 
their deliverance as Christ’s own supernatural work, 
accomplished by him for them, moment by moment, 
in a power that is utterly apart from themselves, and 
that only he can exert. Thus they find and rejoice 
in an entirely new life, as they experience ‘‘ the powers 
of the age to come.’’ 

We may be saved from the death penalty of our sins 
in the life after this if in faith we accept Jesus as our 
Saviour. We cannot know the abundant life here 
in this world unless, continuously giving Christ the 
undisputed mastery and occupation of our life, we 
trust him to become our actual life and to hold us in- 
violate in himself. 

But when we do this, what a glory fills our life! 
Nothing that even Jesus himself has put. into human 
words as he seeks to win us out into the riches of 
thus completely trusting our life-mastery to him, can 
describe the miracle-change that floods our life when 
finally we forsake all and trust him, There is no 
real hardship in complete surrender—after it is made; 
every hardship connected with it is only imagined 
beforehand, and never comes to pass. Every desire 
and hunger of our soul is met,—except the old un- 
worthy desires, which die and drop away from us 
without effort. To those who have accepted Christ as 
their Saviour, yet who have still to know the fulness 
of his Life, he says yearningly, as he shows them the 
pathway, ‘‘ These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
made full.’’ 


— 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, quicken and deepen our interest in the great affairs 
of thy kingdom. Create within us a flaming interest in 
those wide movements which under thy hand are trans- 

forming human life. Possess our minds with thine own large 
views and tender compassion, with warm love and high hopes. 
We would learn to care more for human enfranchisemer t and 
redemption, for temperance, Sunday-schools and missions, for 
charities and great reforms—than for selfish leisure or social 
display. ... Lord, deliver us from the thraldom of our blatant 
hypocrisies, our moral isolation, our spiritual dulness and in- 
ertia, our subjection to sin, our absorption in the gaudy frifles 
of the day. So fill us with thyself that Christian work shal] 
come natural to us, shall be inevitable—and our very presence 
prove a boon and a blessing. 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 15 (Luke tr : 37-54) 
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The Case Against the Enemy of Little Children 


Speaking for 81,000,000. boys and girls held in the awful bondage of Islam, hundreds of missionaries sent in their cail to the World's 
Sunday-schools through the Moslem Commission that reported to the Zurich Convention. The facts and messages on this page 
are taken from the Commission’s Report and from addresses at Zurich, as published in the Official Report of the Convention 





What the Moslem Missionaries Say 


‘‘The problem in Moslem lands is to induce the 
roudest man in the world to accept what he abhors 
rom the man whom he despises.” 


The Moslem method of Koran education ‘is splen- 
didly adapted to develop narrow, intolerant, unthink- 
ing fanatics,” 


The total number of children in the wholly unoccu- 
pied areas of Islam is not less than 40,000,000, un- 
touched by any Christian influences. ‘ 


The Moslem world includes over 200,000,000, or one- 
eighth of the earth’s eo aM That means one- 
eighth of the world’s childhood. 


It is no longer possible for Islam or any other reli- 

ious power to occupy vast areas of the earth unmo- 
fested, in their perversions of fundamental truths or 
false ethical teachings. 


The number of Moslem children orp | mission 
boarding and day schools, both for girls and boys, is 
largely on the increase. 8 Tagen! is this true in 
Turkey, Egypt, Palestine, India, and Persia. 


‘*Moslem children are completely accessible for or- 
dinary intercourse, but whenever one begins to teach 
Christianity a barrier is raised by parents or teachers, 
and the child is removed.” Nevertheless, there are 
indications everywhere that this spirit of opposition 
and fanaticism is waning. 


- 
The Proud Man’s Arrest 


HE Moslem problem is being solved before our 
eyes: ‘‘That the proudest man in the world 
should accept that which he abhors from the 

man whom he despises.’’ Come to Cairo and I will 
show you them doingit. At'the American Mission 
all last winter a hall holding six or seven hundred 
people was jammed to the doors, with the police 
holding back a crowd outside. In one seat there was 
a-Moslem from the University of Cairo, the proudest 
man in the capital of Islam. Inthe pulpit stood a 
converted Moslem, in his hand the Book of books, 
and on his lips the message of Life. Not one night 
only, but for scores of nights for a number of years 
that room has been filled with the proudest men in 
the world, listening to the message they once de- 
spised, from the lips of one whom they would natu- 
rally abhor. Come to the Cairo Girls’ College and 
you will see there Moslem girls receiving Christian 
training, everything that your child and mine re- 
ceive from the gospel of Christ, with readiness, 
Go to Java and the church statistics will te}l you of 
24,000 living converts from Islam and an average of 
nearly 200 baptisms a year. Or buy the most recent 
book on'this great white harvest-field,—I have for- 
gotten the German title ; the English 
title is ‘‘The Progress and the Arrest 





Breaking the Immovable Wall of Islam 
Miss I. Lilias Trotter, Algiers, Algeria 


OME years ago a great crash resounded through 
our Arab house in Algiers. That morning some 
one had noticed a crack in one of the horse- 

shoe arches. A few hours later, with no further 
warning, the pillar below gave way, carrying with it 
a mass of blue-tiled masonry from above. We sum- 
moned the town architect. He discovered the cause 
in the native baker’s shop next door. Night after 
night he had swung his kneading trough, and the 
vibration set up had told on the structure alongside 
till the sudden collapse came. 


We have heard of the prison walls of Islam that 
hold eighty million children. If only we had four of 
those children before us here onthe platform, it would 
set your hearts aching for the rest. The walls must 
be broken ; they are going to break ; Islam is doomed. 
It is the creed that is doomed, not the race. The 
breaking must come that will let out the living forces 
within, as the seed husk breaks to let go the seed 
and the flower sheath to set free the flower. 


The vibrating forces are at work—the vibrations of 
faith and prayer Godward, and of love and sacrifice 
manward, are telling on that seemingly immovable 
wall of Islam. It is on these that we are counting. 
We out here are few and helpless; it is for you, and 
the schools and churches for which you stand, to set 
up those vibrations of faith and love and keep them 
swinging, swinging on, till the pride of Islam breaks 
down at the feet of the Crucified, and the little chil- 
dren and the fathers and mothers behind them are 
free at God’s call to step out into love and light and 
liberty. 











quite agree with you that only a change in religion 
will civilize and conquer the natives, and Iam quite in 
favor of missionary work.” My friend, General ——, 
resident of Morocco, was telling me some time ago: 
‘*You know that I am quite in sympathy with mis- 
sionary work.” From the highest representatives of 
the French government in Algeria and in Morocco 
these words are worth something.—Z7he Rev. Jean 
Paul Cook, Algeria, North Africa. 


% 
Where Asia Minor Excels America 


HREE-QUARTERS of a century ago there was 
no evangelical party in Turkey. Now there are 
more than sixty thousand pledged to evangeli- 

cal principles in Asia Minor alone. ‘There are thirty 


thousand of the brightest young men and women, 





of Islam in Sumatra,”—and I am glad 
that that is the voice of one of.the Ger- 
mans, who never exaggerate, have no 
emotions, are always calm and philo- 
sophic. The day is not far distant 
when one of our missionaries can write 
a book on the progress and arrest and 
decline of Islam in Africa.—S. M. Zwe- 
mer, D.D., Cairo, Egypt. 
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The Word of French Officials 


OR thirty-two years there was not 

- one missionary in- North’ Africa 

from Tripoli to the ‘south of Mo- 
rocco, and the pioneers who first came 
had the greatest difficulties. 

Officials were against missionary en- 
terprise and everything was done to 
prevent the work. Not. only foreign 
missionaries were suspected as being 
spies, but even Frenchmen, and my 
name was put down in the police regis- 
ter with a red cross as being a ver 
dangerous man, to be carefully watched. 

Now things have changed. Mission- 
aries are respected and the officials do 
their best to protect and help them. A 
few. weeks ago the Governor-General of § »: 
Algiers, speaking in private conversa- 
tion with one of the Christian members 
of:our-House of Parliament on mission- 
ary work in Algeria, said’'to“ him: ‘I 





will yqu cry, “ 





A_ Plea for Moslem Childhood 





_ This photograph pleads for Moslem childhood. The ghost-like figure is a wandering 
preacher, and his listeners are little sons of Islam. Into these eager hearts is being 
poured a tide of superstition and fanaticism. They are being taught that the story 
of the Lord’; incarnation is blasphemy ; they are being trained as i 





Cross. And they stand for eighty million others. As you look at the pictured faces, 
ry,“ Lord, pulse thy love for those children into me,”—and let yourself 
go for the answer ?—I. Lilias Trotter, in the Report of the Zurich Convention. 





boys and girls, in our splendid system of education, 
grading from the kindergarten through to the college 
and theological seminary. Over fifty thousand at- 
tend the Sunday-schools of Asia Minor and Syria. A 
feature of hope that cannot easily -be overestimated 
is found in the fact that regular courses in biblical 
instruction are found in the curriculum of all our 
missionary schools and colleges. There is grow- 
ing up a large army of young men and women 
who have, perhaps, a better systematic knowledge 
of the Scriptures than any similar number of 
as J people in America or Europe. These are 
argely of Christian origin, but is that not the very 
best preparation for aggressive work among the 
Moslems ?—7Zhe Rev. 4 P. McNaughton, Ismid, 
Turkey in Asia. 


Why They Think it Impossible 


HAVE bap 4 often been asked why not let the 
Moslem alone, why not go to the heathen and 


pagans who know nothing about God? ‘The 
persons who ask these questions are Europeans or 
Americans. They are men who live in ypt in 


government service, or tourists who travel through 
the land from one end of it to the other. They are, 
however, persons who do not themselves know what 
it is to be saved by Jesus Christ, and who look on 
missions as only a means of making people outwardly 
decent. 

There is also the native Christian who looks on the 
problem as one impossible of solution, ‘They take 
the Moslem at his word. Moslems tell you that no 
Moslem ever has, and no Moslem ever will, become 
at heart a Christian, ‘‘ It issimply an impossibility,” 
says he,‘‘and if you knew a Moslem you would know 
it is impossible.” So the Oriental church never tries 
to do aeyenna Se a Moslem. I can say further that 
it is a very difficult thing for an enlightened member 
of our evangelical church to sufficiently persuade 
himself that a Moslem may be saved, so that he will 
oom out a personal effort to take the gospel to the 

oslem who is his next-door neighbor.—/oAn Giffen, 
D.D., Cairo, Egypt. 
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The Burning Question 


SLAM is a world-field. It is a field extending over 
three continents, and of populations numbering 
over two hundred millions. This morning before 

daybreak in the Philippine Islands the cry went up, 
Allahu Akbar, ‘‘God is great,” and that cry was 
echoed in Shanghai and Pekin, and in every prov- 
ince of China; it was heard on the roof of the world 
in-Central Asia, it was heard in Turkestan, in Arabia, 
Persia; it was taken up in Egypt and Tripoli and 
Tunis and Algiers, and it only died away on the 
bosom of the Atlanticin Morocco, That 
cry is heard every day on the steppes 
of Siberia, Pea | as far south as the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

If we speak not of areas, but of popu- 
lation, we stand staggered before the 
dimensions of the problem. ‘There are 
over fifty million on the Dark Continent, 
sixty-seven million more in India, thirty- 
five million in the Dutch East Indies, 
of which twenty-nine million are on a 
single island, Java, all under the ruler- 
ship of the Dutch Queen Wilhelmina, 
God bless her. In the Transvaal any 
missionary will tell you Islam is the 
burning question. he Sudan, North 
Africa, East Africa, Arabia, Persia, | 
Syria, Russia, Turkey, China,—every 
one of these words spells a Moslem 
problem. I turn to Australia, where 
they have just built a magnificent 
mosque in Perth; or to British-Guiana, 
where the missionary problem to-day is 
Mohammedanism. So I could go on. 

Let me give a single illustration. In 
Mecca every year there is held a great 
religious convention, when two hundred 
thousand pilgrims come together for the 
deepening of their spiritual life, spend- 
ing their last penny to enrich the holy 
city, and they have done it for the last 
thirteen hundred years, Is not that a 
great and magnificent field to consider 
as the harvest field of our King ? 

And this field to-day is a field ri 

. Zwemer, D. D.. 


of His 


unto the harvest.—S. 
Cairo, Egypt. 
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Lost Tongues Yielding their Secrets to Archeology 


A new and bold theory of exceptional importance about the original languages of the Old Testament is 
discussed in the month’s archeological review by Professor Melvin Grove Kyle 








The ‘Finger of God” and the *‘ Pen of a Man” 


66 HE oldest documents of Hebrew literature have 
been written neither in the Hebrew language 
nor with the Hebrew script, but in the idiom 

and with the characters of the tablets of Tel el- 

Amarna, namely Babylonian cuneiform.’’ In these 

words the distinguished archeologist, Professor Ed- 

ouard Naville of Geneva, in his new book, ‘‘ The 

Archeology of the Old Testament,’’ makes announce- 

ment of a thesis which will be to many sufficiently 

startling, although some of the leading archeologists 
have had the same opinion ever since the discovery of 
the Tel el-Amarna tablets in Egypt in the latter part of 

1887, and occasionally some of these, as Professor 

Sayce and other Assyriologists, have given expression 

to it. Professor Naville now, in a most popular way, 

gives a complete presentation of the case, —a presenta- 
tion which it is impossible to follow into all its details 
here. But some idea of it may be given. 

Professor Naville’s method of proof is as follows : 
Two kinds of writing are recognized in the books of 
the Old Testament, at least down until the latest 
books : the ‘‘ finger of God,’’—that is, a sacred writ- 
ing (Exod, 31 : 18); and the ‘‘pen of aman,’’—that 
is, secular writing (Isa. 8:1). The Ten Command- 
ments were written in the sacred writing (Exod. 32: 
16). Moses knew that writing (Exod. 34: 28). The 
Palestinian script known in Egypt just before the 
Exodus period was the cuneiform, using the Baby- 
lonian tongue modified by contact with the Canaanite. 
Moses was educated in the ‘wisdom of the Egyptians,"’ 
and thus the cuneiform writing of the Babylonian 
tongue would be the language and writing of Canaan, 
which Moses would learn in Egypt. Thus, whatever 
books he wrote, he would naturally write with this 
writing and in this tongue. 

Then in Professor Naville’s argument there follows 
a long and most interesting examination of the evi- 
dence that the Pentateuch and other early books of 
the Bible were so written in fact, and afterward trans- 
lated into Aramaic by Ezra, while all the later books 
were written in Aramaic, similar to the Aramaic of the 
Assuan papyri, and all finally put into the Hebrew 
dialect ata still later period ; possibly some of the 
Psalms and of the Wisdom literature being written 
originally in Hebrew. All this raises a new and most 
interesting and promising line of discussion in the 
study of the Old Testament. 

Professor Naville states his own position in these 
words : ‘‘ This method has led me to endorse com- 
pletely the traditional view as to the books of Moses, 
I believe the books bearing the name of the great law- 
giver are really his work, but that the form which they 
now have is not that of their original language.’’ 


Will This Change Critical Views ? 


S ANY mediation between the divergent, not to say 
hopelessly antagonistic, views of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures possible? Some have long hoped 

so. Professor Zerbe recently argued strongly for it 
along another line of linguistic argument. To most 
people such mediation has seemed impossible, but the 
view now so popularly expounded by Professor Na- 
ville in ‘‘ Archeology and the Old Testament’’ seems 
to give hope, or at least promise, for such media- 
tion, 

On the one hand, the writing of the Pentateuch 
and other early books of the Bible on tablets makes 
most natural just such repetitions for introduction to 
new tablets as are many of those claimed by advocates 
of the documentary theory. On the other hang, the 
translation of these books into the Aramaic in the days 
of Ezra, 458 B.C., and their still later transfer to the 
Hebrew dialect, makes way also most naturally for the 
introduction of words and idiomatic phrases which by 
etymology or figures of speech have been thought to 
make reference to later times and affairs. Thus this 
view, if it be finally accepted as correct, may make it 
possible to accept the traditional origin of the books 
of the Old Testament, and at the same time also to 
accept many of the results of critical acumen concern- 
ing the subtle hints and references thought to be found 
in the language used in the present form of these 
books. It would be folly hastily to expect too great 
things in this direction, but Professor Naville’s work 
has given the most hopeful note for peace and unan- 


imity in Old Testament learning which has been heard 
for a long time. 


What the Dead Sea Covers 


EFERENCE was made in these notes about a 
year ago to the rising level of the Dead Sea. 
The wonder to travelers is that the sea does not 
fill up altogether,—that is, to those travelers who 
do not know the phenomenal power of evaporation 
which the sun has in this deep valley of the Jordan, 
a valley whose depth gives it almost a tropical climate. 
As there is no outlet from the sea, the level of its sur- 
face is always at the point of equilibrium between 
the inflow of water and the evaporation. Dr. 
Masterman of Jerusalem, who has for many years 
made meteorological observations and records con- 
cerning the Dead Sea, and given them to the public 
through the Palestine Exploration Society, has recently 
given a summary of most of the changes of level since 
the year 1900, and with this also a résumé of the evi- 
dences of the rising of the sea during the last century. 
Briefly, the evidences are these : 

1, The persistent tradition of the Arabs, confirmed 
by the record of travelers (Seitzen, 1806, and Irby and 
Mangles, 1818), that there was a ford across near the 
lower end of the sea about a hundred years ago. 

2. Reliable account (de Saulcy, 1850) that there was 
at that time a peninsula near the upper end of the sea, 
which according to later travelers became an island. 
I myself saw this island twenty-one years ago, and a 
Jerusalem friend of mine assured me in 1912 that he 
had been one of a picnic party on it fifteen years be- 
fore. Now it is under some four or five feet of water. 

3. The abundant testimony of those now living, of 
the time when there was a beach and a passage-way 
along the foot of Jebel Usdum on the east side of the 
sea, though the foot of the mountain.is now constantly 
washed by the waves ; and also, that the stumps and 
other remains of large trees may now be seen under 
the water around the shore of the sea. 

All these things, now well established, point to the 
fact that there was once a time when the water ex- 
tended but little, if at all, beyond the Zzsan or tongue 
of land which projects from the eastern shore partly 
across the sea near the southern end, and that there 
was once a considerable plain (‘‘ the Plain’’ ?) to the 
south of the Zzsam. There, probably, under the waters 
of the sea to-day is the site of the ruined cities of ‘‘ the 
Plain,’’ Sodom and Gomorrah. 

E. W. G. Masterman, M.D., Quarterly Statement of the 
Palestine Exploration Fund, October 13, pp. 192-197. 


Unsolved Problems of Our Lord’s Life on Earth 


N A MOST interesting study of the trial and cruci- 
fixion of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, chiefly from a 
legal standpoint, M. Broderick supplies, in a 

convenient form, a most valuable mass of evidence, 
and that, too, with what is the most valuable feature 
of all, citation of the original authorities, largely Jew- 
ish, so inaccessible to a great company of biblical ex- 
perts, and usually entirely beyond the reach of the 
ordinary pastor and other Bible students, Miss Brod- 
erick also discusses very briefly at the close that vexed 
question of the true location of the place of crucifixion 
and of the Holy Sepulchre. Her conclusion is that 
of nearly every biblical archeologist, that the knowl- 


edge of these sacred places ‘‘ has been lost, and will 


remain so forever.’’ 





Bible readers are recognizing more and more how 
archeology adds to the value and interest of their 
study of the Word. A number of readers of the 
Times, stimulated by Professor Kyle’s department on 
archeology and the Bible, have written asking 
whether any book is published that tells in simple 
form what archeology is and what it has accom- 
plished in the field of biblical research. There is such 
a book written by Professor Kyle himself,—‘‘ The 
Deciding Voice of the Monuments in Biblical Criti- 
cism.”’ It may be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Co. at $1.50 and 1s cents for postage. Such ques- 
tions as are raised by the articles on this page,—who 
the “‘ Hittites’ are, what the critical problem of the 
Old Testament is—and other subjects of wide, gen- 
eral interest, are discussed in Dr. Kyle’s book. 














Language of the Hittites Still Undeciphered 
HE long locked-for bi-lingual inscription which 
shall give the exact meaning of the Hittite hier- 
oglyphs and language has not yet appeared, 
though some inscriptions containing both Hittite and 
cuneiform writing have appeared. One such from Cap- 
padocia is recently noted by Professor Sayce. It is 
now in the Royal Scottish Museum in Edinburgh. But 
it is not at all certain that any portion of the Hittite in- 
scription is the record of the same thing as contained 
in the cuneiferm inscription accompanying it. One 
thing, however, is very interesting and important ; 
that is, that the inscription dates from about 2400 B. 
C., thus certifying the Hittite system of writing to that 
early period. What wondrous progress has been 
made since the time, such a little while ago, when it 
was the fashion to look askance at the Hittite people 
as probably mythical, because no trace of them could 
be found aside from the references in the Bible. 
Professor A. H. Sayce, Proceedings of the Society of 
Biblical Archeology, 1913, pp. 203, 204. 


Another Translation of the Strange Writing 


NEW ‘‘ decipherment”’ of the Hittite hieroglyphs 
is out. It is the work of R. Campbell Thomp- 
son, M.A., F.S.A., who accepts only a little 

over a dozen of the identifications of the meaning of 
hieroglyphs made by those who have gone before 
him, It is a venturesome scholar who proposes a 
new decipherment of this strange system of writing 
after all the many failures that have been recorded, 
from the days of Campbell and the lamented Colonel 
Conder all down the list—if they were all failures. 
Even the failures have done a part of the work of real 
decipherment by eliminating the impossible. Time 
will test this latest effort. : 


A New Help in Studying Archeology 


NEW and most welcome archeological quarterly 
has appeared, ‘‘ Ancient Egypt.’’ The estab- 
lishment of such a quarterly in English is 

unique. It is the achievement of that tireless, indefati- 
gable genius of hard work, Professor William Flinders 
Petrie. While it will represent, in a semi-official 
way, the British School of Archeology in Egypt, its 
scope is far broader. As announced in the first issue 
it is intended to ‘‘include original articles,’’ ‘ sys- 
tematic presentations on various subjects of general 
interest,’’ ‘‘summaries of papers in foreign periodi- 
cals,’’ ‘*accounts of excavations,’’ reviews of ‘‘new 
books on Egypt,’’ notice of ‘‘ objects of importance in 
various museums,’’ a ‘‘ series of whole-page portraits, 
two in each number,’’ and, ‘‘ lastly, notes and news.”’ 

‘Ancient Egypt’’ is beautifully printed, lays under 
tribute the wonderful power of pictures, and is pub- 
lished at the small price of seven shillings. 


**Ancient Egypt,’’ Univsersity College, Gower Street, 
London, W. C, 


When an Ancient Tomb Was Robbed 


" E SURE your sin will find you out.’* So Moses 
said to the tribes east of Jordan, a warning to 
all tribes, always, east or west of the Jordan, 

The accusing power of sin has few more remarkable 

illustrations than that furnished by the explorations 

the past season at Riqqueh, about thirty-five miles 
south of Cairo, Egypt. The discovery of a tomb of 
the Twelfth Dynasty, plundered in part some thou- 
sands of years ago, exposed to the astonished eyes of 

Professor Petrie’s company of explorers a tragedy of 

providential justice. 

‘‘It appears as if the plunderers had removed only a 
few bricks, so that a man could crawl inside. One 
of them entered, opened the coffin, and lifted the 


F body out, laying it across the coffin, so that he could 


easily unwind the bandages. A collar of beads was 
first found and passed out to the shaft, where it was 
left. Then he reached the jewel (a beautiful work of 
gold filled in with colored gems) and lifted it. Before 
he could take away any more, the roof fell in and 
crushed both him and the mummy. The robbers, 
seeing the fate of their accomplice, abandoned the 
tomb, and filled in the shaft to hide their doings.’’ 


Here the explorers found the skeleton of the robber , 


beside that of the mummy. 
Reginald Engelbach, ‘‘ Ancient Egypt,’’ Part I, 1914. 
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Whet happened at Kansas City, where the greatest of all 
conventions of the Student Volunteer Movement gathered 
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Students Uprising to Meet the Call of the New East 


By Sherwood Eddy wmriccu vou men cheinien Anociaton Committes 





T WAS agreed by the leaders of the Student Vol- 
unteer q for foreign missions that the 
Kansas City Convention, which closed January 4, 

was the greatest convention ever held in that remark- 
able series covering the last twenty-five years : great- 
est in numbers, in its wonderful spirit, and in its 
promise of abiding results. The sight of the audience 
itself was deeply impressive. There were practically 
4,000 students and professors from 755 institutions of 
North America, 53 editors and representatives of the 
press, 279 board secretaries and foreign missionaries, 
350 leading laymen, and a total attendance of 5,031. 
These, with 2,000 local representatives, each day filled 
the great auditorium, which seated 7,000. 

Here were great delegations of twenty or thirty men 
each from Yale, Princeton, Harvard, and the leading 
universities of the East, and others of sixty to one 
hundred from the great universities of the West, like 
Minnesota and the University of Chicago. 

Here were delegations of Oriental students, from 
Japan, Korea, India, Assam, with missionaries from 
Iceland and thetropics of Africa. No delegation was 
more imposing than the nearly one hundred and forty 
Chinese students from the colleges of North America. 
These men met separately in their own national con- 
ference each afternoon. Their splendid grasp of the 
problems in China, their devotion and dedication to 
the work in their own country, was touching. 

Mr. Bryan, the Secretary of State, not only spoke 
at the convention before an audience of over seven 
thousand in the evening, but attended this Chinese 
conference and spoke there as well. At the closing 
meeting of the Chinese conference, five Confucian 
students accepted Christ as Saviour and Lord, six 
more became inquirers, and fifty-six arose as volun- 
teers for direct Christian service when they return to 
China. One young atheist, with tears rolling down 
his face, signed the inquirer's card, pronrising to 
study the four Gospels daily and to begin to follow 
Jesus Christ according to his conscience, 


A Young Atheist’s Act 

Over the spacious platform, on which were seated 
the leaders of the Movement, the foreign missionaries 
from many lands, and the volunteers who were about 
to sail to the field, was hung an immense map of the 
world. Lines radiating from Kansas City on this map 
showed the number who had already sailed for the 
field. These actually outnumbered the entire body of 
delegates in the hall. There were 359 who had gone 
to South America, 638 to Africa, 1,133 to India, 
Burmah, and Ceylon, 1,739 to China, besides farge 
numbers to other countries, making a total of 5,882. 
It was indeed an impressive showing. The 1,500 
volunteers present probably constituted the largest 
number of prospective foreign missionaries that have 
been gathered together in one place during the nine- 
teen centuries since the Great Command was given. 

The mountain peaks of the convention will long be 
remembered by those who were present. The open- 
ing meeting, conducted by Dr. Horton of London and 
Dr. Robert E. Speer of New York ; the Sunday morn- 
ing meeting on ‘‘The Message’’ and ‘* The Messen- 
ger,’’ by the same two speakers ; the powerful address 
on the watchword, ‘‘ The Evangelization of the World 
in this Generation,’’ by Dr. Speer; Dr. John R. 
Mott's statesmanlike review of the world situation ; 
Dr. Zwemer’s challenge from the Mohammedan 
world, and the great closing meeting, will never be 
forgotten by the army of delegates there assembled. 
It was a militant host, a council of advance entering 
deliberately upon an endless and undiscouragable 
crusade until the world should be won for Christ. 

As Dr. Mott's address showed, this marvelous stu- 
dent uprising of the choicest spirits in the colleges of 
North America and Great Britain has come just at 
the time to meet the challenge of the awakening East. 
The whole continent of Asia is pulsing to-day with 
new life. Japan has entered upon a new stage of 
constitutional government, Korea is being recon- 
structed, the unrest in India has entered upon a new 
phase, the Mohammedan world will be more widely 
open as a result of the Balkan war, and the 400, goo, - 
ooo of China have stepped out in a day to a modern 
republic under constitutional government. 

It was a deeply impressive sight to see thls army of 





= 








——— 


As John R. Mott brought to five thousand students 
and laymen at Kansas City the story of how the 
mission field impossibilities of five years ago had 
been turned into actual accomplishment, many 
of the delegates felt that the first century power 
was indeed at work in China and her sister nations 
of the East. But no less remarkable is the response 
of American students to the unparalleled opportu- 
nity, and it was fitting that the movement which 
above all others has stood for completing world 
evangelization in this generation should have gath- 
ered to its 1914 convention the largest number of 
missionary volunteers that have been together since 
the Great Command was given. 








young workers preparing to go to the field, and then 
to recall those great throngs of Oriental students 
that crowded night after night the meetings that were 
held across Asia, as Dr. Mott and I crossed that con- 
tinent last year. The student audiences in Japan 
averaged 800 a night, those in India 1,000 a night, 
those in China 2,000 a night in the fourteen cities 
visited, till in the last two cities the audiences reached 
5,000 a day, admitted by ticket only. 

There in Foochow the Provincial Parliament itself 
adjourned and invited us to address them. The lead- 
ers of the Chamber of Commerce attended one lecture 
and a banquet. The members of seventy-two new 
reform societies of the city attended one of the meet- 
ings. The Confucian presidents of thirteen govern- 
ment colleges and the commissioner of education, who 
had previously invited us to visit the city, closed their 
colleges during the afternoons that the students might 
attend, postponed the government examinations for a 
week, ‘and invited Professor Robertson and myself: to 
a dinner to discuss plans for helping the students in 
their moral character. An hour before the time of 
the first. meeting 2,000 men crowded the hall, while 
more than 2,000 students stood outside for over an 
hour in an overflow meeting, until they also could 
gain admission and hear the lecture repeated. On 
the second and third days the crowds were as great. 
The scene on the fourth day was remarkable, when, 
in the great after-meeting, an opportunity was given 
for those who wished to accept Christ and confess him 
publicly before men, over 400 rose, and the whole 
audience broke out spontaneously into applause at 
their courage. More than 2,000 men, a majority of 
whom were students from twenty different colleges, 
enrolled themselves as inquirers. 


Are China’s Last Strongholds Falling ? 

City by city and province after province is opening 
before the gospel in China, The two governors in 
the extreme western provinces on the borders of 
Burmah and Tibet have shown a remarkable spirit of 
cordial co-operation. In one of these provinces, 
which seemed the last stronghold to yield to mission 
effort, where, apart from the aborigines, thirty years 
of work had yielded less than one hundred converts, 
even from the lower classes, and where the hearts of 
high and low alike seemed hardened to the gospel 
message, the new era was introduced by two Chinese 
students who had just returned from Japan. There 
they haa been won to Christ in the local association, 
and upon their return they told the governor that a 
political revolution was not enough, It was neces- 
sary, they said, to change the hearts of the people. 
They urged him to lend his assistance in founding a 
Young Men’s Christian Association. The governor 
granted them a large Buddhist temple for the use of 
the new association. The students ground the idols 
to powder, and used them to make bricks for repair- 
ing the building. The missionaries were called to 
address the crowds that daily poured in to listen to the 
gospel message. It was perhaps the hardest city and 
province to influence in the whole of China, and yet 
in a day all was changed. Favorable edicts were 
issued throughout the city and province. Non-Chris- 
tian Confucian leaders began to demand the formation 
of Christian. Associations in other cities of the prov- 
ince, and the work is still spreading. 

Away in Chengtu, the capital of Szechuan Province, 


near the border of Tibet, where the Association secre- 
tary is working alone, our national secretary had word 
from the local secretary the other day that the gov- 
ernor had dropped in to have breakfast with him. 
He said something like this ; ‘* You ought to have a 
site for a Young Men's Christian Association building. 
They have a great building at Shanghai, and they are 
putting up a building in Peking. Why should not 
we have a building in Chengtu?'’ He pointed out to 
the secretary one of the most handsome sites in the 
city of Chengtu as the home for the Young Men's 
Christian Association, and the secretary found he had 
not only land enough to put up a building, and then 
to double its size, and then to double that, but also 
space left for tennis courts in addition. If he had 
tried five years ago to buy that for $1,000,000 I do 
not suppose he could have gotten it. No Christian 
institution would have been allowed to build there. 
* But the governor did not stop there. He said: 
‘* Now you have a Christian magazine that is being 
published in Shanghai. Here is $3,000 which I will 
give you toward the first year's expenses, and I have 
another friend who will probably give you as much. 
Let us have a Christian magazine for Szechuan. The 
Provincial Assembly will make a grant of $50,000 
toward. a building if America will give a like sum."’ 
The Volunteer Convention at Kansas City presented 
not only the challenge of a great need, but of a world 
opportunity and a world triumph. A hundred years 
ago five young men knelt at the Williamstown hay- 
stack and rose, saying, ‘‘We can do it if we will."’ 
To-day 5,000 student delegates were gathered in the 
same spirit, but with a larger outlook. Acentury ago 
the students faced a closed world and prayed for open 
doors. It would be blasphemy to ask for open doors 
to-day. The whole world is wide open, 


900 Christians Added Every Day 

The very victories we have already won constitute a 
call from the triumphs of the past. Think of what 
we have already accomplished in the century that lies 
behind us. A hundred years ago there were less than 
a hundred missionaries on the field, To-day there 
are more than 24,000. Then the Bible was translated 
into some 65 languages ; now it is placed within the 
reach of peoples speaking 500 tongues and dialects, 
and made accessible to more than 800,000,000 of the 
human race. A hundred years ago there was not a 
medical missionary nor missionary hospital in the 
world, and more than two-thirds of the world was 
without any adequate medical knowledge; to-day 
there are more than 675 hospitals, treating annualiy 
many millions of patients. A century ago there was 
but a little handful of mission schools, To-day there 
are nearly 30,000 mission schools and colleges, edu- 
cating more than a million and a half in the great 
centers of the non-Christian world. 

A century ago there was not a professing Protestant 
Christian in Japan ; not one in Korea; less than ten 
in the Chinese Empire, and a few thousands in India. 
To-day there is a Protestant Christian community of 
some 90,000 adherents in’ Japan, 309,000 in Korea, 
nearly 1,000,000 in China, and-1,617,000 in India. 

In India the Protestant native Christian community 
is gaining about fifty percent every ten years. It is 
doubling about every decade in China, while an aver- 
age of a convert an hour has been added every day in 
Korea since the first missionary landed. We follow 
a Leader who has never known defeat. It took nearly 
a century to win the first million Protestant Christians 
on the foreign field, The second million were won in 
about twelve years, and it is taking but six years to 
win the third million. An average of nine hundred 
Christians are being added every day throughout the 
non-Christian world, 

During the last year more than 6,536 communi- 
cants were added every week to the church abroad, 
and over 22,000 Christian adherents, To-day, with 
about six million Protestant Christian communicants 
and adherents abroad, .at the present rate of increase 
we shall be adding within a decade a million every 
year to the Protestant constituency in foreign lands. 
As Dr. H. Clay Trumbull has said, it is our duty to 
make the past a success ; the price already paid, the 
lives laid down, the noble sacrifices already won by 
the great army of 24,000 missionaries and 112,000 
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native workers at the front challenge us to a greater 
advance than in any previous era. 

This uprising of the students of North America has 
come just at the time to meet the crisis in China, for 
China will turn during this decade in one of three 
directions. Shall it be toward a reactionary move- 
ment and a revival of old religions, as India did ; 
toward agnosticism, immorality, and infidelity, as for 
a time Japan did; or toward Christianity, as Korea 
did? It may depend largely upon us as to what shall 
be the future of China, The students of North Amer- 
ica in this convention have said unequivocally that 
they are ready for the great outpouring of life that is 
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necessary. Are wein the churches, the young peo- 
ple’s societies, the Sunday-schools, ready to sustain 
these trained young men and women with our prayer, 
our offerings, and our lives? Are we as ready to give 
as they are to go? The challenge comes to us, to 
each one of us individually, Have we faced the world 
in its need and: in its wholeness? In the light of 
the world’s need, before this world challenge, and 
with this message of the Volunteer Convention of 
Kansas City, let us rise to take our part in a great and 
undiscouragable crusade for the winning of the world 
to Christ. 
New York Ciry. 





What Two Prophets Saw in an Ancient City 


A vision of darkness and light - - 





By a Modern Dreamer 
pit 








A great modern artist was interpreting for a friend the work of older sculptors and 
painters, and he read in the figures and pictures that were before them a whole his- 


tory of the period represented, and a history too of each artist’s soul. 


He told his 


friend that the only real part of a work of art was the life-meaning that breathed out 

from it, and that these life-meanings could be read in all of nature’s work. There is 

a small and little known city, “ gloomy and dust-begrimed,” that for centuries has 

stood as a beacon light to men, and the Dreamer reads its message for us,—a mes- 
sage that he sees to be God's own word to all the world in all ages. 


T WAS the evening twilight on the Mediterranean, 
A little Russian steamer turned quickly away 
from. the rocky harbor of Jaffa, and turned her 

prow to go down into Egypt. I stood on the deck to 
watch the dying day as the sun sank into the dark 
waters of the sea and the shadows came up from the 
waves to envelop us. ‘The sunset kissed the waves 
with that radiant blush which John in the Apocalypse 
described as ‘‘a sea of glass mingled with fire.’’ I 
turned from the admiration of this glory to muse upon 
aistill more significant scene of radiance behind us. 
The hills of Judea were fading away in the distance as 
the shadows crept up their sides from the low-lying 
plain of Sharon, which was already enveloped in the 
twilight gloom, But there in the foreground at the 
edge of the sea was Jaffa on the one’ little hill along 
this Canaanite shore,—‘‘a city set on a hill that can- 
not be hid,’’ and now arresting, now reflecting, the 
glory of the sunset, and flinging it out like a beacon- 
light on the shore, a light to the world, like some light 
of the world on the shore of the sea of life. This was 
December 5, 1892. 


The morning of April 5, 1912, almost exactly twenty 
years after, as the Austrian Lloyd steamer Baron Call 
came out of the night, coming up from Egypt along 
that same Canaanite coast, I came early to the deck 
to watch this low shore once more. The glory of the 
morning was not enough as yet to light it up. It is 
not of a kind to give back the light, but lay low and 
dull, The Judean hills were yet scarce visible through 
the twilight and the vapors of the morning. But 
there again in the distance the ‘city set on a hill’’ 
was rising out of the sea as we approached. It had 
already caught the morning light, and was still, as 
before, lifting up its beacon on the shores of the 
Great Sea. It is one of God's lighthouses on the 
shore for all that sail the sea, 

The bustle of the landing, the pretense of danger, 
the jargon and the smells, —heed them not; I will show 
you brighter and better things. Come walk with me 
by the seashore along the front of this little city of the 
Beacon Light. ‘The noise of the city is hushed for 
us, the wild waves of this shore are breaking sullenly 
at our feet, we rest in the sand and dream. We see 
in vision the ships that pass. It is a world’s proces- 
sion. These first are the low, rakish vessels ‘of the 
Phoenicians, who steer by this light from far along 
the shore up and down as they sweep around the 
circle of the shores of their world. ‘Then the triremes 
that drive them from the sea and ride in such triple- 
decked pomp and glory, the proud ships of Rome, 
are steering also by this light, and go away to rule the 
world. And now these gaudy crafts with flaunting 
banners that go on swift sail are manned by the jaunty 
sailors of Venice, Queen of the Seas. They pass also 
by this light, and go on their way to carry their bril- 
liant civilization to the world of their day. And still 
the ships in vision pass and pass, Portuguese buc- 
~ caneers, Dutch tradesmen, and Brittania, to rule the 
wave. And now all the world that comes to pass by 
the world’s crossroads at Suez comes near this light 
on the hill. The vision of this light-crowned hill as 
the Beacon Light of the world was a vision of a true 
and fitting symbol, What other place through all 


ages has been so well fitted to be the site of one of 
God’s lighthouses? But we have as yet only begun 
to see how well-fitted it has béen. 

Again, as we muse here by the little quay, a Phoeni- 
cian ship rides at anchor beyond the rocks as the little 
boats swiftly pass back and forth for her unlading and 
her lading. Now a hurried, travel-worn, unkempt 
man with a hunted look comes down the hill, pays 
the fare, and is rowed out to the waiting ship for Tar- 
shish in the roadstead. His dress, his manner, all 
the man, betray his place znd his character. He is 
an humble man of Galilee. He lives in a quiet coun- 
try town of Zebulon, Gath-Hepher, near the Jordan 
above the sea. There he served God, and taught his 
fellows a hope for Israel. 

God had a wider field for him and a wider hope to 
give, through him, to the great wofld, - Whilé ‘he lived 
and loved and served God so well, the Assyrian host 
came across the desert, through the mountains, down 
this Jordan valley, and over these hills and plains 
like a dread devouring swarm of locusts, of which 
every locust was a demon with wings. They swept in 
the harvests, slaughtered the cattle, burned the houses, 
insulted and outraged the people, and passed on. 
Men and women of good heart burned into a furious 
flame of rage and hatred, Then the Assyrian locusts 
came back still hungry and ruthless, but now exultant 
and sated, laden also with the rich booty of Samaria, 
the capital of Israel. The prophet’s heart rankled at 
the sight of the manacled gangs of noble captives 
driven along like wild cattle. In impotent rage he 
saw the victorious enemy march away carrying with 
them the glory of all he held most dear as a patriot, 
saw them go again through his loved countryside, 
making of it a wilderness, up the rich valley of the 
Jordan, and away over the mountains and across the 
desert to the proud Nineveh. Then he sat down to 
mourn and to hate, 


OW there came a message from God, a message to 
this outraged man to go and warn Nineveh. 
Warn Nineveh ! He wished Nineveh to perish 

miserably as she had made others perish. He would 
not be a messenger of light to such as the Nine- 
vites, for did he not know that a warning from the 
Lord is. a message of hope to. all who heed and re- 
pent? So hewould flee, anywhere from the presence 
of the Lord, and as far away from Nineveh as possi- 
ble, as a disobedient spirit always wants to get out of 
the presence of duty. Down from Galilee, over tine 
hills and plains, he came in the path of the devastation 
of the marauder, his heart ‘gathering heat at every 
step of that path of desolation until, like some in- 
furiated, hunted thing, he came to Joppa, and we 
have just seen him take the ship for Tarshish. 

You know what happens aboard that ship,—how 
God commands the waves and the winds and the fish 
of the sea and this hunted, hating man is set again 
upon this shore with peremptory orders, ‘‘Go preach 
the preaching that I bid thee."’ So Jonah the Jew, 
Jonah the prophet of God, went away from this sun- 
lit hill by the sea, this beacon light along the ancient 
shore of the world, to bear a message of warning from 
God to the heathen world, 

But warning is mercy, and the mercy of God is 
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hope, and that hope is the Light of the world, and 
that Light's brightest radiance of the old prophetic 
world seems thus to be reflected from the glory of 
this light-crowned ‘‘city set on a hill.’’ This is one 
of God's lighthouses on the shore of that old world. 


That vision of light and hope for all the world is 
refreshing to the soul, but our long ramble by the 
surf has wearied us. Let us turn into the ‘‘city se 
on a hill’’ and find a place to rest as well as muse- 
Nothing of the glory of that beacon light seems to 
filter down among the rubbish and litter of these 
streets, They are as gloomy and dust-begrimed as 
the hard life of the people who live here. But there 
is a brighter spot in Eastern life if a Westerner only 
knows enough to seek it. This stairway to the top of 
the house will take us up into the light. Now, how 
different all things seem up here on the housetop 
above the dust and the gloom and ihe smells, in the 
glorious light of heaven. A whole new attitude of 
Oriental life is opened up to us here, On the house- 
top men looked up to God, Here we get into the 
light that crowns this ‘city set on a hill.’’ 

Now again the vision opens, and we see. A man 
comes down from those mountains to this little city 
set on the hill with the crown of light by the sea. 
The man was hungry, and while they prepare that he 
may eat he comes up here to the housetop to pray. 
It was long; it always is long herein the East, While 
he waited he grew faint and fell into a trance and saw; 
there came to him a vision of double meaning. The 
first meaning was clear—that the narrow, cramped life 
of the Jew was at an end, and he might eat all things 
with the world. He saw himself at once getting out 
into the great world of men, and he was glad, but ter- 
rified, and wondered what else and how’ much the 
vision might mean. 


E COULD not see what we now in our vision see. 
Yonder, where the plain comes down to the sea 
and sky touches earth in the far north, rise the 

battlements of a Roman citadel. A little company 
files out from the garrison and comes this way. Twe 
days the men keep on tothe south. Now they are at 
the little river, Nahr el-Aujeh, now appear on some 
elevation, and again are hidden from view by some 
little valley, then enter this little city of the light; 
inquiré the way, and are now clamoring at the door 
below. Our sleeper wakes and goes down to hear 
the message, for a Jew to go to pray with a man that 
is a Roman, and he learned then the other meaning 
of the vision—that the Jew’s narrow thought about," 
the Light, that it was only for him, is not God’s thought, 
but that the Light is for the world. He was to go 
out through that wall of exclusiveness which he had 
seen crumbling away in his vision. 

He went. He went in unto ‘‘one of another 
nation’’ to pray. He prayed with him and the Holy 
Ghost came upon them, and he learned that ‘‘in 
every nation he that feareth him and _ worketh 
righteousness is accepted of him.’’ Beginning from 
there he preached the gospel of the Light for all 
nations. 

Thus the vision on this housetop was Peter's first 
vision of the Light as shining for all the world. The 
journey to Ca@sarea was the first outshining of the 
Light in that day. Thus once again we see the out- 
burst of the Light of the world to all the world, and, 
just as in the days of Jonah, it comes from this little 
light-crowned hill of Jaffa by the sea, 

The Light of the world is He of Calvary there in 
the mountains, but the beginning of the lighting of 
the whole world by the Light of the world, as in the 
old world of the prophets, so now in this new world 
of the apostles is from Jaffa by the sea. God meant 
the Light for all the world, and he set its beacon 
here. Jaffa with its memory of Jonah and his mes- 
sage of hope to Nineveh, and of Peter's journey to 
bring the gospel hope to a Roman—Jaffa, the light- 
crowned, ever stands as a symbol for all ages of God’s 
love for the world, to all the world, Its crown of 
light is ever a token of God's light-house on the shore, 


So the lesson of Jaffa on its little sun-lit hill is that 
the Light of the world is for all the world. Israel was 
but a lamp-stand upon which, that light was set that 
it might give light to all in the house. But Jewish 
exclusivism put a bushel over the light. Christ and 
the early Church turned over that bushel and set the 
light once more before the whole world. Then, 
again, Christian selfishness put another bushel over 
the light, and only the last century has begun again 
fully to let the light shine out to all the world. The 
Church of Christ in the world to-day is Jaffa op her 
sun-lit hill, a beacon light. “Ye are the Light of 
‘the World.”’ a 
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LESSON 7. 


Luke 11 : 37-54. Commit verse 42 


FEBRUARY I5. CHRIST’S HATRED OF SHAMS 


- Golden Text: Be not deceived; God is not mocked.—Galatians 6 : 7 





The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in the Class 


ID you ever get a *‘calling down,” one that you 
‘deserved, and one that in the bottom of your 
heart’ you knew that you deserved? Not a 

very pleasant experience, is it? But it makes all the 
difference in the world how it is done. If the person 
that ‘‘calls you down” is angry his words simply 
make-you angry; but, if he is syrnpathetic and fair, 

uite likely. you will see your actions in a new light. 
There. is a Scottish legend about the custom in one 
of the Clans of reminding the chief that he must se- 
cure more provisions, ey lived by hunting, and 
oftenit must be confessed the clansmen rode across 
the border and stole the cattle from some prosperous 
Englishman's field, rather than hunt for deer in the 
forest. When the larder was quite empty, and it was 
necessary to remind the chief that it must be replen- 
ished, his wife gave him for breakfast an empty 
plate with his spurs lyingon them. The hint was 
quite plain. But it is a more difficult thing to come 
to a werson whose conduct is habitually wrong and 
tell that person so, Some men can do it, and do it 
both.graciously and fearlessly, but it can only be 
done right by one who is free from all unkindness at 
heart. . Jesus did this on more than one occasion, 
and his words sound very harsh. It was no part of 
his program to smile at wrong or let it stand without 
having the light on it. 





The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times. 
This is another of the lessons in which the time and 
place and surroundings are of secondary importance, 
and ‘the words of Jesus should command all of our 
attemtion. A mental picture of an, Oriental dinner, 
such. as is given in ‘‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 
will‘help in giving a setting. ‘The real necessity of 
the lesson is, however, to know what a Pharisee was 
and why Jesus should have said what he did. Dr. 
Riddie will help, and Mr. Gordon's fifth para — 
ives a hint, and the Class in Session’ an r. 
aokie. If the teacher has a Bible Dictionary it will 
pay to consult it. Mr. ey will give a hint as 
to how’ you can ‘‘spot” Phariseeism to-day, for 
Phariseeism is not an old-fashioned thing, but is an 
ageslong substitute for real religion. It is highly 
important that the average young person should be 
made to see that he himself will be tempted to be a 
Pharisee in a modern way, and that the reproof that 
Jesus gave to this man is the same one that he will 
give to all of us if we go through the motions of re- 
ligion and have none of the internal reality of it. 


The Class in Session , 

There was nothing mechanical about Jesus’ teach- 
ing or about his methods of work. He simply ac- 
cepted the normal customary habits of life as he 
found them and passed through them, casting light 
on things as he passed by. It was quite natural 
that he should be invited to dine with various inter- 
ested men, nor did he hesitate to accept such an in- 
vitation.. For some reason Jesus had omitted 
a little ceremonial washing which was customary 
with religious men (Dr. Riddle, verse 38, and Dr. 
Mackie, paragraph 1). The Pharisee gentleman was 
shocked, and quite likely let his guest or others that 
were present know that his sense of the religious 
proprieties was offended. Jesus’ reply was to point 
out that the Pharisee sort of religion that paid so 
much attention to externals was false and wicked, 
and that the only religion that counted was the in- 
ward virtues of the heart, from which all conduct 
springs. 

Let us take up, one by one, Jesus’ accusations. 
He says, verses 39, 40: ‘‘ You are careful about 
external religious acts, but you are blind to the 
wickedness of business dishonesty. © you sup- 
pose that God is so particular about washings, and 
that he does not care about bribes, overcharging and 
the like? If you wanted to make gifts in the name 
of God, remember that God cares for motives of the 
heart, and that when these are right everything else 
is right” (Dr. Mackie, paregseath 2, and Mr. Ridg- 
way, paragraphs 2 and 3), 

But Jesus does not stop there; he goes on to say 
that the conduct of such men is visited with serious 
divine judgment (Dr. Riddle, v. 42). He says that 
they are very particular about some things (Dr. 
Mackie, paragraph 3), which are good enough, but 
they are quite blind to justice and kindness, wltich 
are essential. Really the whole trouble with a 
Pharisee then and now is that he wants todoan easy 
thing instead of a hard one. Any amountof church- 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 11 : 37-51.) 


37 Now as he spake, a Pharisee asketh him to !dine with 
him : and he went in, and sat down to meat. 38 And when 
the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first bathed 
himself before ! dinner. And the Lord said unto him, Now 
ye the Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the plai- 
ter: but your inward part is full of extortion and wickedness. 
40 Ye foolish ones, did not he that made the outside make the 
inside also? 41 But give for alms those things which ? are 
within ; and behold, all things are clean unto you. 

42 But woe unto Pharisees ! for ye tithe mint and rue 
and every herb, and pass over justice and the love of God: 
but these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone. 43 Woe unto you Pharisees! for ye love the chief 
seats in the synagogues, and the salutations in the market- 
places. 44 Woé unto you! for ye are as the tombs which 
appear not, and the men that walk over ¢hem know it not. 

45 And one of the lawyers answering saith unto him, Teacher, 
in saying this thou reproachest us also. And he said, Woe 
unto you lawyers also ! for ye load men with burdens grievous 
to be borne, and ye oo touch not the burdens with one 
of your fingers. 47 Woe unto rm ! for ye build the tombs of 
the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 48 So ye are wit- 
nesses and consent unto the works of your fathers: for they 
killed them, and ye build ¢heir tombs. 49 Therefore also said 
the wisdom of God, I will send unto them prophets and apos- 
tles ; and some of them they shall kill and persecute ; that 
the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the founda- 
tion of the world, may be required of this generation ; 51 from 
the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zachariah, who perished 
between the altar and the sanctuary: yea, I say unto you, it 
shall be required of this generation, 

1 Gr. breakfast. *Or, ye can *% Gr. house. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The references here given are. usually to paragraphs by num- 
er, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 


Verse 37.—Who were the Pharisees? (Riddle.) 

Verse 38.—What custom as to bathing is referred to 
here? (Riddle; Mackie, 1; Visiting the Lesson Scenes ; 
Thomas, Monday study.) 

Verse 41.—What connection had the giving of alms with 
what Jesus had ge been saying? In what sense did Jesus 
mean that “‘‘all things.’ were clean? (Riddle; Gordon, 
5.; Ridgway, 35 Mackie, 2; Thomas, Tuesday.) 

Verse 42.— What did Jesus mean by pronouncing 
**woe’’ unta, the Pharisee? What customs as to tithing 
were referred to here? (Riddle ; Gordon, 2, 3; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 43.—Which were the ‘‘chief seats in the syna- 
gogue’’? What sort of ‘‘salutations in the market- 
places ’’ did Jesus refer to? (Riddle.) 

Verse 44.—What is the meaning of this reference to 
**tombs which appear not’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verses 45, 46.— What is known about the lawyers of that 
time? In what sense had Jesus reproached them? (Rid- 
dle; Rogers ; Thomas, Thursday.) 

Verse 47.—What ‘‘ prophets’? did Jesus mean, and 
what was the meaning of this reference to building their 
tombs? (Riddle; Gordon, 6; Mackie, 4; Thomas, Fri- 
day. ) 

Verse 48.—How was it true that the Jews ‘‘ consented 
unto the work of their fathers’’ by building the tombs of 
the prophets ? (Riddle ; Gordon, 6.) 

Verses 49-51.—What is the meaning of Jesus’ statement 
in regard to ‘‘ requiring of this generation ’’ the blood of 
all the prophets ? (Riddle; Ridgway, 5; Mackie, 4; Thomas, 
Friday.) 

Verse 51 —Who were Abel and Zachariah? (Riddle ; 
Thomas, Friday.) 








going, money-giving or the like is easier than to sur- 
render my will to the will of God.- And when I per- 
suade myself that this is truly what religion is, then 
I get to love the high seats and the salutations. But 
Jesus says that such men are like concealed graves 
(Thomas, Wednesday). Mr. Gordon uses the figure of 
veneered wood to describe this sort of self-deceiving 
religion (paragraphs 5-8). . 

Then a lawyer spoke up. Now the Jewish law as 
given by Moses, was not very explicit, as you 
can see; for example, the ten commandments. 
Tiuis would require a class of men to study and 
interpret the law. Such men dealt with matters 
of both religion and business, for the Jewish law 
did not separate them (Dr. Riddle, v. 45). Jesus 
classed the lawyer as being under just the same errors 
as the Pharisee. They had the added guilt, how- 
ever, of making religion obscure and difficult for 
the common people, but by some mental juggling 
making it easy for themselves (Dr. Riddle, v. 46). 
The final accusation that Jesus brings against them 
is that they had the key of knowledge in their hands 
and took it away—that is, they blinded the eyes of 
the average man to the truth as it really was. His 


declaration is that they will be held responsible. 
That dinner party stirred up a regular hornets" nest 
of enemies, as.might have been expected. This stand 








that Jesus took against a vicious and grafting priest- 
hood was what finally led to his death. 


A Lesson Summary 

The Jewish Pharisee 1s not the peculiar product of 
a particular nation, time, or religion. Phariseeism is 
the universal error of the human race when it is not 
enlightened by the Spirit of God. The Pharisee is 
not a simple hypocrite; he is a conscientious moral 
criminal, who honestly thinks that he is a saint. His 
great error is that he thinks that external acts are 
pleasing toGod. Men will give all their goods to feed 
the poor, and their bodies to be burned, in the hope of 
pleasing God without making this internal surrender. 
The Pharisee did this with this result: 


He aded God by teaching that God was particular 
about little things like garden herbs and hand-washing, and 
not particular about real virtues, 

e Degraded the Human Conscience.—Just the minute 
that human lust and desire comes point-blank against the 
plain commands of God’s holy will, then the Pharisee finds 
ways of ‘‘ getting around the law.” 

The Pharisee Develops Spiritual Pride.—As soon as a 
man really believes that various religious acts make him 
better, he thinks that others who do not do those things 
are worse, and that violates the great law of love. 


So Phariseeism becomes monstrous, and when it is 
op as Jesus opposed it, it comes out in its true 
colors. The Pharisees killed Jesus. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Why did Jesus accept an invitation to dine with a 
man of whose morals he had such a low esteem ? 

2. Why did Jesus omit the ceremonial washing ? 

3- What did Jesus mean by ‘the outside of the cup and 
of the platter ’’ ? 

4. Give some ways in which we may show ourselves to 
be Pharisees ? 

5. Why is a teacher of religion doubly responsible ? 


Other Teaching Points 


You can never help people who are morally all wrong by 
keeping away from them personally. \. You cannot ‘help 
them by personal contact if you do not love them for: thei 
possibilities, You cannot help them if you are afraid of 
them. Study Jesus’ conduct in this, : 

Many of us are afraid to speak of things that have the 
sanction of custom and good breeding that we yet know to 
be wrong. Custom and good breéding have no rank ‘with 
God in comparison to right and wrong. 

It takes a good deal of boring to get to the bottom of a 
man’s conduct, but when you get clear to the bottom you 
will find whether God or self is the ruling motive, and there 
you have the facts of the matter. 

We are not particular about mint and rue because we 
scarce know what they are, but many of us think we are 
pleasing God by wearing a certain garb or a certain vest- 
ment, or praying in a certain way, or denying ourselves a 
certain thing. Now these things may be really useful, but 
not if we have not first made the inner man right. 

The position of a teacher is one of double responsibility, 
for the teacher not only may deceive himself, but lead others 
astray, Jesus holds false teachers responsible for the 
errors that they lead others into. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Luke 12 : 1-12.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. ] 

The kindof religion that the Pharisees stood for 
was the kind of religion that Jesus never could be 
silent about. He felt about it just as a good doctor 
does when he into a tenement where babies are 
sick for lack of food and fresh air and cleanliness. 
But to this very day the hardest task before the 
teachers of true liness is to convince men that it 
is an inward thing first, and that the outward will 
not be right until the inward is made right. After 
his experience at the Pharisee’s dinner-party, Jesus 
gave some public teaching on the subject of the reali- 
ties of religion. 


1. What is the leaven of the Pharisees that Jesus warned 
against ? : 

2. What do you gather from verses 4 and § that Jesus 
believed about the evil one? 

3. Why is a confession of Christ so highly commended 
by him ? 

4. How did Jesus try to encourage his followers in this 
teaching ? 

5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 


No need of advertising. 

A searchlight. 

A time to be careful and a time to be care-free. 
A ticket for one way only, 

Quick work. 


Evanston, ILL. 
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Getting Below the Veneer 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE surgeon's knife is used as a last resort; with 

a few skilled strokes it lays open to the eye the 

diseased parts; the worst is known at once; the 

surgeon decides that so only can the evil be over- 

come, and the life given a fresh start. The purpose 
of the knife is to help. 

Here Jesus is using the knife. With firm, decisive 
stroke he lays bare the disease eating at the vitals. 
He wanted to help, even though the method would 
hurt. It is a last resort, For three years he had 
patiently pleaded with these national leaders. His 
presence, his acts, his words, his patient endurance 
of their conduct toward himself,—all were a most 
eloquent, earnest, tender ve And all alike 
were repulsed, scorned. ow he plunges the knife 
in, clear into the vitals. 

The voice that Fens he so tenderly, now warns, 
The lips that called so earnestly can utter words with 
an edge that cuts sharp and deep. The quietness of 
the voice, the gentle, solemn tone_of ae in it, 
and an uncomfortable feeling within them that he 
was right, made the words cut all the'deeper. The 
knife did its work well. They writhed under its 
edge even while they spurned its help. 

he knife is much used in onneery to-day, but not 
much used in spirit surgery. e dislike it. Poul- 
ticing and ban aging are much preferred, They 
look nicer. Blood-letting is repulsive; it seems not 
so refined. Yet for some of us Christian folk there'll 
be no health nor vigor until the inner heart is laid 
bare by the sharp edge of the knife of the Spirit.— 
the Word of God handled by the Spirit of God. The 
disease lies too deep. There really must be triple 
treatment; a knife to cut unsparingly, a fluid to wash 
thoreughly (and only one has been found effective), 
a fire to Sara constantly—the fire of the indwelling 
Holy Spirit. Only so can there come vigorous life. 

Two words on Jesus’ lips are like cracks in the sur- 
face through which we can see the inner side at 
which he was looking,—‘' extortion,” a money word, 
and ‘‘ excess” (Matthew), a self-indulgent word; the 
inlet and the outlet. That wouldn’t seem to leave 
much unaccounted for. Money squeezed unstint- 
ingly out of others ; and poured unstintingly out for 
self. ‘The legal technicalities were studiously ob- 
served, but the spirit of ‘‘ justice” utterly crowded 
out, and as for the ‘: love of God,” the mere mention 
seems irony. 

It’s an ugly picture. But that is the inner side. 
The outside was well veneered. These men were 
experts at veneering. They cut a thin slice of the 
technical proprieties and glued it securely on the out- 
side. These old Hebrews may not have known about 
the ye grain of quarter-sawing, but they had 
great skill in ge, * an exquisite grain in their re- 
ligious veneering. en looked at the veneering and 
bowed low; Jesus looked through it and wept. 
Men looked at the martyr monuments; God looked 
at the motive behind. Men still look at the outside 
fixed up for their lives; God still looks through it. 
First century and twentieth ! The touch of veneer- 
ing skill makes them close akin. 

The human eye sees what is on the surface. The 
photographer's sensitive plate writes down many 
things the eye fails to note. The X-rays penetrate 
the surface and show the darkly-shaded bone or ob- 
struction which your eye unaided could not see. The 
pure, sensitive, human spirit can sometimes look in 

ast words and face and see what is hidden in the 

eart. The Man with the eye of flame always looks 
clear —— pretense and sees every motive and 
impulse and purpose. The eye of God penetrates 
where no other can. it easily discerns between bone 
and marrow, outer bone and inner marrow, the outer 
form and the inner reality. 

A man need not be concerned about the outside, 
except in an incidental way (Rom. 12: 17). His 
one concern should be about the inside,—to have it 
pure and true and wholesomely sweet. Then both 
sides, in and out, are alike and are sight. For the 
outside will be a bit of the inside, the bit that hap- 
pens to be at the surface. The inside includes the 
outside when it is not interfered with. 

Any attempt to doctor up the outside is a confes- 
sion of three things: something is wrong with the 
inside; you know it.is wrong, and you want it to stay 
as wrong as it is; but you don’t want people to know 
it. You are ashamed to have people know the real you 
inside of yeu. You want them to think that you are 
what you are not; and that you are not what you are. 
So you fix up an outside and fasten it on outside. 
But that outside, of course, is a lie, and the man 
knows it. One trouble is that the wrong sort of an 
inside is apt to be hard to keep undercover. Some 
ragged tell-tale end sticks out when least expected. 

ou may think you are befooling your neighbor, 
and you may be, but the probability is that you your- 
self are the one worst befooled. The real thing that 
matters most is about God, and we cannot deceive 


him. ‘The inside is as open to his eyes as the out- 
side. And some day there will be a turning of things 
inside out. How would you like your fellow to see 
your inside—inypulses, motives, and passions—as 
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plainly as your outside? Why not have an inside 
that will also be good for outside use ? 

Is it any wonder Jesus went to such extremes as to 
die! And such adeath! He knew what bad sha 
we were in, and that no ren nor outer patch- 
ing y 4 would be of any use. e knew that the 
only thing to do was to make a new inside for us. 
And that could be done only by his own life being 
iven out to be re-lived within us. What insight he 
ad, and has! And what love ! 


New York Ciry, 
% 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME.—The phrase, ‘‘Now as he spake,” with 
which the lesson begins, definitely places it in 
immediate connection with the preceding dis- 

course. Hence the date is the same: in the autumn 
of A, D, 28, probably on the day of the discourse in 
parables. 

Place.—In or near Capernaum, on the view ac- 
cepted here. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 37.—A Pharisee: The Pharisees were the 
stricter religious sect among the Jews. Their tend- 
ency was to formalism, and this degenerated into 
hypocrisy. The denunciations in the present lesson 
show their worst peculiarities. Many of them were 
already hostile to our Lord.—Dine : The term points 
to an early meal, hence the margin: ‘Greek, break- 
fast.” 

Verse 38.—Had not first bathed himself: Greek 
‘*baptized.” This refers to a ceremonial washing, 
probably of the hands only (comp. Mark 7: 3). 

Verse 39.—Cleanse the outside of the cup and of 
the platier: This refers to scrupulous attention to 
outward observances.—/uward part is full of ex- 
tortion and wickedness : The contrast of this verse 
sets forth the root sins of the Pharisees : multiplied 
outward cleansings and inward corruption. 

Verse 40.—Ye foolish ones: Their folly consisted 
in the failure 10 recognize that, in God's sight, the 
ceremonial purification of the outside is of no value 
without the real sanctification of what is within. 

Verse 41.—Give for alms: This reference is prob- 
ably in contrast to ‘‘extortion” (v. 39), and opposes 
the well-known covetousness of the Pharisees. Such 
giving was a part of real sanctification.—_A// things 
are clean unto you: ‘This almsgiving is real cleans- 
gc Srv of the ceremonial washing. 

erse 42.— Woe unto you, Pharisees; This isa 
common form of denunciation, and implies heavy 
divine judgment.—7ithe mint and rue: Garden 
herbs were tithable, and the Pharisees were scrupu- 
lous in this matter. Their sinwas in the neglect of 
weightier matters. 

Verse ae seats; These were those set apart 
for the elders and prominent persons. They faced 
the people.—Salufations in the marketplaces: 
There was much ceremonial and ostentation in these 
public salutations. 

Verse 44.— Tombs which appear not: Humble, un- 
marked graves. Passing over these would constitute 
ceremonial defilement. 

Verse 45 .—One of the lawyers ; They were the of- 
ficial expounders of the law, also called ‘‘ scribes.” 
They were usually ‘‘ Pharisees,” but Pharisees were 
not necessarily ‘‘scribes."—Zhou reproachest us 
alsu: Evidently the condemnation of our Lord’s 
words was felt. Probably the man sought to shelter 
himself behind his official position, It would seem 
that there were other guests at the house of this 
Pharisee, and his discourse was spoken there. 

Verse 46.—Burdens grievous to be borne: By 
their interpretations of the law they multiplied minute 
and exacting observances. But by some subterfuge 
they escaped the burdens themselves. 

erse 47.—Zhe tombs of the prophets: The Old 
Testament prophets, some of whom were martyred 
(v. 49), were honored by costly tombs. The build- 
ing of these implied that the builders would not have 
acted as their fathers did. 

Verse 48.— Consent unto the works of your fathers: 
Our Lord declares that his hearers had, in spite of 
their building of tombs, the same enmity toward God 
as the murderers of the prophets. The truth of this 
assertion is evidenced by their treatment of himself. 

Verse 49.—Said the wisdom of God: In Matthew 
23:35 ‘‘I” is used; Christ is ‘‘the wisdom of God.” 
There is, however, no Old Testament passage that 
corresponds exactly with what follows. 2 Chron- 
icles 24: 19 is probably referred to. 

Verse 50.—Shed from the foundation of the world: 
All the martyrdoms are laid to the account of Zhis 
generation, 

Verse 51.—Ade/: Matthew, ‘‘the righteous.” The 
son of Adam, and the first martyr.—Zachariah : 
His martyrdom is narrated in 2 Chronicles 24, and is 
the last mentioned in the Old Testament books as 
they then stood. His dying words were : ‘‘ Jehovah, 
look upon it, and require it.” 

Verse 52. Zhe key of knowledge: The knowledge 
ef what the law really taught was the key to the 


‘little Japs. 
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kingdom, But by false teaching the lawyers took 
away this key and hindered entrance. 

Verse 54.—Laying wait for him: The terms are 
used of hunting. aturally they hoped to hear 
something from him which could be used against 
him. Their attitude shows the justice of the con- 
demnation pronounced on them by our Lord, 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
“ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Read the Meter.— Your inward part is full of ex- 
tortion and wickedness (v.39). A man can never be 
judged from outside appearances. Take a micro- 
scopic png 2 ges | look into the stranger that comes 
into your life. Study the face and not the clothes. 
When the inward part is full of wickedness, that reg- 
ister up there under the hat-brim will show it to any 
one who knows how to read the meter. Neither 
Abraham Lincoln for the North, nor Alexander 
Stevens for the South, was very beautiful. But J. 
Wilkes Booth, the footlight favorite, was one of the 
handsomest menof hisday. Some years agoa youn 
man came to Laurel and married the best-looking gir 
intown. ‘ Poor Wilkinson !” was all the Laurel boys 
said. And ‘poor Wilkinson” it has been all these 
sa of miserable married life. Florida oranges are 

lasek and rusty, but the ‘‘seedless” are big, golden, 
and fragrant. Thelast ‘‘seedless” I bought was nearly 
all skin, and the little nub of meat was dry and 
spon The world is full of ‘‘seedless” men. Aliso 
of Indian River men. Take a hint from God (1 Sam. 
16:7; John 7: 24). 


The Little Japs.— Did not he that made the outside 
make the inside also? (v. 40.) The guests at this 
dinner were the ‘‘swell folks” of the town. With 
these the manners are more important than the man. 
Christ will have things pure and clean on the inside 
and let the outside come as it will. The‘same hand 
that makes the lovely inside will show itself on the 
outside. The real artist just can’t slight his work. 
Ask to see the fine things in the Japanese store. 
Note the care on theinside; And how good and well- 
made the outside. Ask to see a gentleman's suit ‘of 
clothes. Outside will be quiet in color, the best in 
material, perfect in workmanship, but the inside will 
be embroidered‘ and painted most exquisitely. I 
have always thought these cunning Japs made boxes 
and garments just as God was’trying to make maz. 
Commercialism: thay spoil the artistic work of ‘the 
Worldliness is continually spoiling the 
artistic work of Heaven. These Pharisees were just 
like Mabel Wilkinson. When you saw Mabel at 
church in her wor | clothes and her Sunday smile 
you didn’t see Mabel at all. Drop in at Wilkinson’s 


some weekday or other! Well, I guess so! (Matt. 
23 : 25, 26.) 
Money.— Ye tithe... and pass over justice and 


the love of God (v. 42). Easiest thing in the world 
to give God money. Never so much money given 
for religious purposes as now. But how about the 
love of God?‘In a certain city a large sum was 
raised in a-‘‘ whirlwind campaign” for the Y. M. 
C. A. Go and test that association for spiritual life 
and report tome. You can raise the money and not 
raise the religion. Lunch hour cheers and no en- 
thusiasm (see dictionary). It is no.great job to go 
after a man’s money and get it. ut how about 
going after the man and getting him? I have done 

th.i! Money comes easy. Man doesn’t come at all. 
Men will give money to God at the psychological 
moment to the right ‘‘ beggar.” But also, they ‘‘ pass 
over justice and the love of God.” As I write we 
have just finished some ‘special meetings.” Every 
man I tried to get into the kingdom would probably 
have given me money with one-tenth the persuasion. 
Make Christ and heaven a matter of mere mone 
without change of heart and life, and everybody will 
‘*belong.” Religionisagift. Heavenis given away. 
Love of God is the open sesame. Only the foolish 
one is lost (Acts 8 : 18-21). 


Lawyers.— Woe unto you lawyers... for ye load 
men with burdens (v. 46). There are lawyers and 
lawyers. Itis cheap wit to take a fling at the lawyers. 
There are lawyers in jail, and others who ought to be, 
ditto preachers, Sunday-school superintendents, 
teachers, and scholars. Ihave just been reading Dr. 
Lord’s ‘‘Greek and Roman Jurisprudence,” and I am 
able to appreciate what a debt we owe to those first 
lawyers. Two of Washington’s finest Bible class 
teachers were Justices Brewer and Harlan of the Su- 
preme Court, and were Sunday-school ‘' boys”’ until 
God took them. Every court-house corridor in the 
land echoes to the tread of noble Christian lawyers, 
thank God! The kind of lawyers Christ was talking 
to were like the one who the other day took the case 


of the widow, got a $5,000 verdict, took a fee of $4,000, . 


and is now in jail. When any of you young fellows 
take up the profession of the law,—and it is a noble 
one to a noble man,—be sure and take God with you 
and be a Harlan and a Brewer; and of that great 
company of ree who in ten thousand Sunday- 


schools are pleading the case of Jesus versus Satan. 





LESSON FOR FEB. 15 (Luke 11 : 37-54) 


The profession was in the fight from the be- 
ginning (Titus 3 : 13). 


Gast Wines, = 74s blood of all the 
rophets... may be required of this genera- 
oy (v. 50). Everything but ee has 
to be paid for. Deviltry especially, One 
generation pays well for the wickedness of 
the preceding one, Ask the doctor. Sour 
grapes (Ezek. 18:2). But it works both 
ways, ‘*a comin’ and a goin’,’’ like old 
Brown’s patent planer. ‘The. blood of all 
the prophets may be acquired as well as 
‘*required.’? Good blood coming down in 
a family or nation is one of God’s best bless- 
ings. Puritan blood, Quaker blood, Dutch 
blood. France drove out the Huguenots, 
and England acquired her great woolen 
trade and America some of her choicest col- 
onists, While France to this day has never 
gotten over the blood of St. Bartholomew. 
Be not deceived ; whatsoever is sown will be 
reaped somewhere down the seasons of 
time. What are you sowing for your de- 
scendants? If it is life, great is the reward, 
If it is death—well, God help you! See that 
blind and crippled one in his misery, That 
is what sin has done for him, and he curses 
his father (Exod, 34:7; Job 21:19; Jer. 
32 : 18). 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


© 
The Illustration Round- Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
_ tration each week. A circular explaining the 

acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 

calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


That Stormy Day.— Ze not deceived; 
God is not mocked (Golden Text). What a 
pity it rains to-day! Of course I cannot go 
to the missionary meeting in this storm. But 
I’m not responsible for the weather, that’s cer- 
tain, There’s the phone. Hello! Why, yes, 
Molly, I'll run down, No, it won’t put me 
out one bit. You know I have a -new silk 
rubber-lined storm coat and high overshoes, 
It’s a good day to.teach: you that new stiteh; 
for no one will be apt to disturb us. Ill be 
there in half an-hour..~Good-by ! Oh, dear! 
There’s that Voice again! Yes, Molly does 
live two blocks beyond the church, but I’ll 
go next month to the meeting.—Sadie M. 
Harley, Rome, Ga, From The Missionary. 
The. prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration, 


Why There are Hypocrites.—Ye the 
Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of 
the platter (v. 39). The fact that there are 
hypocrites in the church is proof that the 
church is worth something. You never 
heard of a counterfeit being made on brown 
paper. But men sometimes spend years in 
jail for making out of fine paper a good .imi- 
tation of the real thing.. No one imitates 
anything that is worthless.—W. /. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N.Y. From the Utica Press. 


Touching Up or Plowing Under.— 
Now ye the Pharisees cleanse the outside 
(v. 39). There is a serious thought in the 
wit of Lowell when he says: ‘‘ Men are gen- 
erally more desirous of being improved in 
their portraits than in their characters.’’ 
Portraits can be touched up, but characters 
have to be plowed under by the Spirit of 
God.— Ziisabeth B. Stansfield, Pasadena, 
Cal. From The Christian Advocate. 


Notified in Advance.— Woe unio you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites (v. 44, Auth- 
Ver.). Often emigrants, anxious to avoid pay. 
ing fare, conceal themselves [before sailing} 
in some dark part of the ship or among the 
steerage passengers. In their hiding-places 
or in the crowd it is impossible to find them 
until the ship has gotten well out to sea, A 
minister once saw on a steamship pier this 
sign: ** Stowaways prosecuted on the other 
side,’’ and on it he delivered an impressive 
discourse concerning the doom of hypocrites 
whatever the success of their duplicity on 
this side.—Mrs. M. Watts, Herne Hill, Lon- 
don, Eng. From Sunday School Chronicle. 


** Half-witted.”"— Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites {v. 44, Auth. Ver.) 
In a certain village in Scotland there lived a 
half-witted man whose coat presented a most 
curious appearance, All down the front it 
was covered with patches of various sizes, 
mostly large. When asked why the coat 
was patched in such a remarkable way, he 
answered that the patches represented the 
sins of his neighbors. He pointed to each 
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patch, and gave the story of the sin of some 
one in the village, then went on to another, 
until he had related the sins of all in the vil- 
lage. On the back of his coat there was a 
small patch, no bi 

iece. On being asked what it ees 

e said, ‘*That’s my ain sin, and I canna 
see it!’’ Is not this a fair picture of the at- 
titude of the Pharisees in Christ’s time? 
And how about our own attitude to-day ?— 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. om 
The Sunday School Chronicle. 


. 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 

thou who didst speak plain words to the Phari- 
sees, speak to us, we pray thee, the same urgent 
truth wherever we are like unto the Pharisees 
at heart. If we have thought that by outward 
seeming we could gain inward cleansing forgive 
our sin and our folly. May we let thee in, so 
that thou mayest work from within, the new 
life crowding out the old. While we are busy 
with the details of observing thy law, may we 
not forget the deep and abiding spirit of all thy 
law in which we may show forth our loyalty to 
thee and our readiness to serve those about us. 
May we not any more care for prominence and 
the praise of men, but may we in humility and 
faithfulness open our lives to thee for cleansing 
and for thine own indwelling. In thy saving 
name we pray. Amen. 
' After the Lesson.—Many of the things 
that we count very important Jesus con- 
demned ; some of the things that we count 
important he did not condemn, but said of 
them that they were not enough, and that 
there was something beyond that we ought 
todo. You notice how all through this les- 
son Jesus goes to the heart of the matter. It 
is the inside of the life that he is consider- 
ing, not the mere outside, although he does 
not scorn the outside that is good. 

We must not too freely speak of the Phar- 
isees as ‘* those Pharisees,’’ as if there could 
be nothing of the kind in ourselves. We are 
brothers to them when we attend to all the 
smaller matters of our religious duties, and 
forget about justice and the love of God; 
when we have a gréat love. for the places of 
prominence where we.can be seen. It is so 
easy to care for such things ; it is so easy to 
be neglectful of the great issues of life. The 
cleansing that we need from all these faults 
is not merely surface cleansing, but from 
within. That is the work of God in the 
human heart through Jesus Christ, who can 
so marvelously change us from mere surface 
Christians to Christians who live the life 
from within outward, Let me put the truth 
on the board in this way. 





ITHIN 
CLEANSED ITHOUT 


BOTH’ THROUGH CHRIST JESUS 











Shall we not accept him in his fulness, and 
let him. work out through us this deeper 
cleansing that we need? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Blest are the pure in heart."’ 
‘* Lord Jesus, I long toebe perfectly whole."’ 
** My soul, be on thy guard.” | 
‘** O for a heart to praise my God."’ 
**O God, mine inmost soul convert.’’ 
‘*O Thou, to whose all-searching sight." 
** Sinners, turn ; why will ye die ?”’ 
‘* Who is on the Lord's side?’’ 
(References in wry are to the metrica! 
Psalm k ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 139 : 1-7, 19-24 (297 : I, 2, 13, 15). 
Psalm tor : 1-7 (202 : 1-3). 
Psalm 51 : I-15 (109 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (245 : 1-3). 
Psalm 19 : 7-14 (35 : 1, 2 4, 5)» 


. 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


ORE ‘than once the Master tried to 
help stiffly ‘‘correct’’ Pharisees to 
realize that one ought to have a sense 

of proportion in everyday duties. He showed 
how the exaggeration of a good idea was 
practically giving it a preposterously false 
value, and misleading ordinary,’ well-dis- 
posed people. Let us to-day be fair to the 
many dull Palestine folks who did honestly 
suppose (because they had been so taught) 
that a certain way of pouring water over the 


er than a’ three-penny: 


fingers at meal-time was more important 
than keeping the heart warm and the tongue 
kind and truthful. Jesus assuredly does not 
want even the stupidest person to be un- 
justly blamed. We can better understand 
the whole situation if we see for ourselves 
how Eastern people nineteen centuries ago 
ate their meals, 

With the help of a stereograph let us visit 
in 1914 a home at Beeroth village, ten miles 
north of Jerusalem. [The village is a place 
Jesus knew well, though it was not the ex- 
act scene of his incisive talk about spiritual 
essentials] The master of a Beeroth house 
has invited half a dozen neighbors to dinner. 
All seven,—respectable, grown men, in long 
robes and voluminous turbans,—have seated 
themselyes on a piece of straw matting 
spread over the ground of a little courtyard, 

he place is sheltered by high walls of stone, 
but open to the sky. Rice and meat have 
been cooked and put into one large, shallow 
bowl. The guests, surrounding that single 
dish, are serving themselves with their 
fingers, neipiienaiie using a bit of barley 
bread like a spoon. 

The clothing of these men is practically 
just like the clothing worn by, the people 
whom our Master used to meet every day. 
This way of eating a meal is practically just 
like the way to which ordinary people were 
then accustomed, Rich men sometimes had 
the common dish set on a central table, 
while the guests reclined around it, but in- 
dividual plates and cups were rarely seen 
outside royal palaces, 

Realizing all that, and understanding how 
considerations of health and of courtesy would 
require people to come to dinner with clean 
hands, we can comprehend how there may 
have been thousands of well-meaning people 
who accepted without question the rabbis’ 
dictum, requiring elaborate formal ceremo- 
nies of ablution, that had little to do with 
the real point. But the Pharisees them- 
selves knew better, If not, they certainly 
ought to have known better. As leaders of 
the nation’s spiritual life, it was their duty 
to put emphasis on fundamentals instead of 
on trivial and fussy formalities of human de- 
vising. The Pharisees needed a hard shock 
to wake them up. 

Use a stereograph ‘entitled ‘* An Oriental 
feast of rice and lamb at Beeroth,’’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson ‘of the 
week. ‘The use of the stereograph will be found 
a most practical help in making the lesson- 
places read. Forty-eight places are to be visited 
in 1914. ‘The forty-eight stereographs cost 
$8.00, and, if all are ordered at one time, a 
cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given free. 
Twelve places are visited and described during 
the first quarter; cost’ of stereographs, $2.00. 
The four for February alone, 67 cents. ‘Less than 
four in one order, 20 cents each, Stereoscopes, 
85 cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes, 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be 
supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; sepia- 
tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at once prices are: plain 
slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; 
colored, $1.00. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. % 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


E marvelled that he had not first bathed 
himself before dinner (v. 38). The dip- 
ping of the fingers in water and wiping 

them witha towel was a form that had to be 
observed before food even if five minutes 
before the hands had been washed with soap 
and water. It was not merely a question of 
literal dust or stain, but to protect the cere- 
monial purity of a holy person. Such de- 
filement could be incurred by touching a 
Gentile or a dog or the wail of a heathen 
temple. The possibilities of pollution were 
‘elaborated greatly. Thus, even during the 
meal, if the Pharisee in putting up his hand 
to his brow touched a lock of hair he had 
to repeat the hand-washing. It was not 
that the hair was in itself unclean, but there 
might be that in the hair which if touched 
would give uncleanness, and no risks should 
be taken! The pursuit of purity became a 
defilement. 

Give for alms those things which are within 
(v. 41). According to the rabbis, outward 


deeds. of charity did more than anything else 
to obtain for the giver the pardon of sin and 








a 


the acceptance of the righteous before God. 

But granting the above, the giving of the in- 
ward things of faith, hope and love did more, 

for it made the life around one to be no more 

a source of contamination but an opportunity 

of sympathy and a starting-point for improve-_ 
ment, 

Ye tithe mint and rue (v.42). The chief 
uses of garden plants apart from that of food 
were for poultices and for infusions to pro- 
mote Se in ague chill, The tenth 
of such insignificant values had to be precisel 
calculated, and such small scrupulosity aid 
— duty for the forces that bring in the 

ingdom of God among men! A few weeks 
ago an American lady reached Egypt as a 
tourist for the season, and on seeing a na- 
tive Egyptian grotesquely dressed in a Euro- 
pean overcoat above his native dress she 
asked the friend who was with her and whe 
lived in the East, ‘‘Do you actually like 
these people?’’ On receiving an answer in 
the affirmative the tourist exclaimed, ‘* Land, 
what can you see in them?’ Our Divine 
Visitor must have noticed many things, like 
the mint-tithing, calculated to raise the same 
feeling of revulsion and hopelessness ; but, 
on the other hand, the centurion’s faith, the 
widow’s temple donation, Peter’s avowal, 
the Syrian woman’s argument and the out- 
ured ointment showed that we have possi- 
ilities, , 

Ye build the tombs of the prophets, and your 

— killed them (v. 47) In the East 

eredity means more than education. Arabic 
proverbs say, ‘‘ Birds always alight - among 
their own species,’’ ‘* Your game-cock crows 
from the shell.”’ 

‘You may invert the jar for water, 

But as the mother, so the daughter.”’ 


Children are expected to walk in the steps 
of their fathers, They receive the names of 
their ancestors in the hope that they may rye- 
peat the life of those beforethem. Here the 
point of filial resemblance seems to be that 
the scribes and Pharisees were giving idola- 
trous honor to the very prophets whom their 
fathers killed for interfering with their idola- 
tries. The old taint was still in the blood, 


ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT, fe ILO 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae J 


{ 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
given in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday+ 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or otees 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


7. The Waiting-to-Grow Song 


OU remember we talked last Sunday ‘of 
the roots working so busily under the 
ground while everything on top was 

resting. I found a pretty little song telling 
about it, and I have written the words on 
the board so we can learn it easily. 

(The teacher must read them slowly, stop- 
ping for frequent comment and repetition, so 
that the younger ones who cannot read may 
grasp them. The first verse is omitted, as it 
is inconsequential, and three are sufficient). 

Perhaps you may want to copy them after 
Sunday-school, and learn them for a recita- 
tion at school, for they tell a beautiful Feb- 
ruary story. And the music is just as pretty 
as they are! Listen to what they say : 


“ Think what a host of queer little seeds 
Soon to make flowers and mosses and weeds, 
Are under the leaves and the ice and the snow, 
Waiting, waiting to grow ! 


“Think of the roots getting ready to spraut, 
Reaching their slender brown fingers about, 
Under the leaves and the ice and the snow, 
Waiting, waiting to grow ! 


** Nothing so small or hidden so well 
That God cannot find it and presently tell 
His sun where to shine and his rain where 


to go, 

Helping, helping them grow !"’ 

Found in ‘‘ Carols,” page 32. There are many 
similar equally good songs along this line if this can- 
not be had. ie is the time of year to teach some such 
song, and children are eager to voice their joy in the 
miracle of spring. 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—The need of the children must 
be the law or guide to the teacher in 
the selection of a spiritual truth and 

the material for teaching it. Christ’s de- 
nunciations of Pharisees and lawyers are not 
needed by children, The lesson title, memory 
text and verses 37 to 39, with illustrative 
material, may be used as a basis for the fol- 
lowing : 

Lesson Teaching.—A clean heart is needed 
to make a good, clean life, 

Introductory Story.—David was such a 
strong, brave shepherd boy that he wasn’t 
afraid to fight and kill the lion or bear which 
caught one of his lambs or sheep. If his 
sheep needed fresh pasture or water, David 
didn’t mind if his hands and feet got dirty as 
he tramped over the ground or pounded it 
with his rod to find out whether snakes were 
hidden there, or when he made a little bank of 
stones and earth to hold the water in a quiet 

1 so that the sheep might drink. His 
| eee was so gentle, pure and clean that he 
thought of beautiful poems or Psalms, which 
are kept in our Bible. He thought of beau- 
tiful music, which he played on his harp 
while he sang. 

Because his heart was good and pure, he 
was chosen to be king instead of his older 
brothers. God’s prophet said, ‘‘ Man looketh 
on the outward appeafance, but Jehovah 
lodketh on the heart.’’ 

For a long, long time David kept his heart 
pure. One time he brought ‘to live in his 

lace the beautiful wife of a soldier who 
fad gone to the war, and he knew that was 
wrong. Although his palace, his king’s 
clothing, and food were clean, such things 
could not make his life clean. At last he 
prayed, ‘*Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me.” 
He was praying for God’s Holy Spirit to be 
his helper. e know that the Heavenl 
Father gives his Holy Spirit to them that as 
him. 

-Long afterwards Jesus lived on earth, and 
he ‘never did wrong. Because his life was 
always clean and pure, he can help others 
to keep their hearts pure. Jesus said, 
** Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall. see God,”’ 

Lesson Incident.—A Pharisee invited Jesus 
and his disciples to dine, and was surprised 
that they did not bathe and wash their hands 
as the Pharisees thought proper. Jesus told 
the Pharisee that the washing of cups and 
platters on the inside was more important 
than the outside, and that the washing of 
hands could not make a life clean when the 
heart was full of wickedness, Jesus knew 
that the Pharisees were pretending to have 
clean hearts, but they were unkind, dishonest 
and selfish. People might look at the out- 
side, but ‘*Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked,’’ God sees the heart and knows 
the truth about every life. 


**God is always near me, 
Though so young and small ; 
Not a look or word or thought 
But God knows it all."’ 
(Carols: Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago; a5 cents.) 


After the Incident—If a child falls on a 
muddy crossing and soils his hands and 
clothes his heart is not soiled, but when a 
child does wrong his heart is unclean. 
Repeat: 


* I learned it in the Bible, 
This tender, little prayer— 
And when the flakes are falling 
So beautiful and fair— 
I say to my dear Saviour 
This little prayer I know : 
*Wash me and I shall be 
Whiter than snow.’ "’ 


We may pray, ‘‘Oh, Lord, keep thou the 
door of my lips.’? We must watch that 
nothing passes in or out to make our hearts 
and lives unclean, 

In school last week you have talked about 
Lincoln’s birthday. He was a plain, poor 
boy, but people loved him because his-heart 
and life were so clean and pure. He be- 
came such a kind, gentle, good man that 
people call him great. 

We love Jesus because he was so gentle, 
kind and pure. 

How many received some valentines yes- 
terday? This Sunday is so near Valentine 
Day that for our hand-work each of you may 
make a Sunday-school valentine to keep at 
home. Distribute red or white heart-shaped 
cards, and provide crayons or pencils, so that 
each child may write (or ask his teacher to 
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write) whichever text the child chooses: 
**le-us Loves, Me,’’ or * Jesus said, * Give 
Me ‘hy Heart,’ ’’ or ** Blessed are the Pure 
in Heart,” or ** Create in Me a Clean Heart, 
O God.’’ (A ribbon loop would add beauty 
and service.) 

CHICAGO. 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. The Pharisees on the Outside. 
2. The Pharisees on the Inside. 
3. The Value and Effect of Shams, 


AVE you ever shut your eyes and pre- 
tended you were asleep in the mornin 
when your mother came to call you 

How quiet you were, She thought you were 
really asleep. But you were only ‘‘sham- 
ming ’’ sleep; only pretending obd trying to 
convince others by assuming the ou! ward 
appearance. 

And did you ever pretend to the baby that 
you were crying, and cover your face with 
your hands? You shammed crying. What 
is a sham? . Could any one sham goodness? 

In Jesus’ day there was a sect of Jews 
called Pharisees, who shammed real good- 
ness. Lidie had written out some facts 
about Pharisees, and the paper was read at 
this time. 

The Jews considered the Pharisees a most 
religious and patriotic sect, They were al- 
ways seen in the synagogue in the most con- 
spicuous places. (I told the girls about a 
synagogue service I had once attended.) 

‘he Phecisoes washed hands and feet and 
performed to the letter all ceremonials. I 
explained about the need of hand- and feet- 
washing and its symbolism. They gave tithes 
even to the tenth of the mint and the rue. 
Explain tithes. They showed no outward 


flagrant evil which could be punished. They 


looked like good men, don’t you think so?, 

But Jesus, who knows the thoughts of our 
hearts, looked deeper and saw the pretense. 
Mark and memorize Galatians 6 : 7 and 
1 Samuel 16: 7. Recall this rejection of 
Eliab for successor to Saul. 

2. Let us see what Jesus found on the in- 
side of these Phurisees. What had taken 
place? Read verses 37, 38. Let the girls 
tell the story of the shocked Pharisees, who 
would censure Jesus for the omission of a 
ceremonial, Jesus had not come far, so 
could not have needed the washing physically, 
and, being sinless, had no need of spiritual 
cleansing. . 

On seeing the look, Jesus declared the 
shams he had found. Suppose your mother 
asked for a clean cup. Suppose that, on 
looking at the one you brought to her, she 
said, ‘*This cup is not clean; it has some- 
thing on the bottom.’’ ‘But, mother,’’ 
you exclaim, ‘‘look how clean the outside 
is, I washed the outside very carefully.’’ 
What would your mother answer? Then 
read verses 39, 40, and let the girls tell what 
makes the inside of us unclean? 

Which is more important, the inside or the 
outside of a cup? Which in our own lives? 
Will the outside be unclean in our lives if 
the heart within is pure and clean ? 

Again Jesus showed his host that his care- 
ful particular giving did not enrich nor please 
God. What pleasure would there be in a 
tenth of the cheap herbs if the valuable love 
were not given at all?- What would God 
rather have than your goods? He knows 
that if he has our love he will receive more 
than the tithe perhaps, but whatsoever is 
given will be a love-gift. ‘‘ The gift without 
the giver is bare.’? The Pharisees evidently 
gave to earn the praise of men. Tithing 
mint was right, had they been equally as 
particular to share the love and justice with 
their fellow-men. 

Jesus told them what such actions sug- 
gested in his sight. In some of our national 
cemeteries: the green graves are leveled, and 
were it not for the tiny headstones one might 
imagine himself in a beautiful park. Men 
do not stop to realize what lies beneath those 
rolled lawns. So Jesus pictures the Phari- 
sees, the wickedness .in their hearts, sug- 
gested the death and decay of the tomb 
unseen, 

3. What good did this shamming do. after 
all? Pretending to study does not give us 
the knowledge. Pasting. foreign labels on 
bags does not give us the experiences of 
travel. When the wolf put on the clothes of 
Red. Riding Hood’*s grandmother, it might 
have made him look . something like grand- 
mother, but it did not make him. loving and 





kind within. 
wolf, 

Pretending to be good bring no joy, brings 
no reward; only woe results. We can de- 
ceive our neighbors, but can we deceive 
God? From whence does real goodness 
come ? 

The value of a thing depends on it genuine- 
ness. When the ‘*‘ Mona Lisa’’ was found, 
the first question was, ‘‘Is it the genuine 
one?’’ Its great worth depends on that. I 
admired Mrs. H.’s gold ring. But she said, 
**T must confess, it is not a genuine pearl.’ 
That ring gave her no joy. Would it not 
have been better to select a smaller stone, 
but a real pearl? So you will find more joy 
in doing your little tasks sincerely, in being 
sincere in word and deed toward others, than 
in shamming something big. 


Inside he was the same 


Be the real pearl, the genuine, sincere 


little girl is worth more to Jesus, has more 
joy, more reward, than a grown-up ‘‘sham,’’ 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Write the lesson on ‘‘Shams.’’ Tell how 
the Pharisees ‘‘shammed’’ and the useless- 
ness of shams in our own lives. 

Next lesson: Read carefully Luke 12: 
I-12, 

Memorize Luke 12 : 8. 

‘What is hypocrisy? Give an illustration. 

_ Why should disciples of Jesus, more than 
others, be sincere? 

Does hypocrisy ever do any good? 

Why should Jesus’disciples be courageous? 

Why need they not fear men? 

How can Jesus’ followers show true colors? 

Read Matthew 10 : 16-33. 

Why need a girl never fear? (Matt, 28 : 20). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Pucker’s ** Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


OU remember we each had a hard verse 
in to-day’s lesson to look up. Mine 
was the first one, verse 37. I found 

out all about Pharisees, and that dinner was 
usually the first meal of the day, but what do 
you guess teacher asked me? ‘* What did 
they sit down on?’’ That was it, 

It stumped me all right. I guessed chairs, 
and then benches... Then I remembered 
about their reclining on couches. But 
teacher said in this case very likely it was 
none of these. Then he passed out the pic- 
ture for the day, seven men in dresses with 
their heads tied up, squatting on their heels 
around in a circle, and ail eating out of one 
dish on the floor. Teacher explained that it 
was a common way in those days, but we all 
decided we’d rather get our feet under a 
good table. 

Bumps had verse 38, about washing. He 
said it wasn’t washing the dirt off that they 
were thinking about, but a kind of ceremony 
that they always went through with. 

‘*What answer did Jesus make to their 
charge ?’’ asked teacher. 

**He told them they were hypocrites,’’ 
spoke up Bulldog, ‘‘and he proved it to 
them, too.’’ 

‘*How were they hypocrites?’’ teacher 
wanted to know. 

** Aw, they just let on to be good, on the 
outside,’? was Bulldog’s answer. 

So teacher took a milk-pitcher out of our 
table-drawer and held it up for us to look at. 
It was all shined up and looked fine. Then 
he passed it around and told us to smell the 
inside. Ugh! It had old rotten, sour milk 
dried up in it. 

‘*That’s what Jesus meant,’’ went on 
teacher. ‘*A careful outward life alone 
isn’t enough, One must be pure in heart, 
also.’’ 

He had us name some of the things that 
were in the Pharisees’ hearts, like pride, sel- 
fishness, meanness, etc. Then we talked 
about what church members to-day some- 
times have in their hearts that is. not right. 
We dished up the proud society women and 
the men who join the church to help their 
business, I tell you.. But pretty soon teacher 
began talking about boys wanting their. own 
way all the time, and thinking thoughts that 
they wouldn’t want their mothers to know. 
and we wished he’d quit. 

** What else did Jesus compare the Phari- 
sees to?’’ he finally asked. 

We told him graves, and he had Carl. ex- 
plain about that. 

Fred discussed who the lawyers were and 
Bert told about some of the hard meanings 
they gave to the laws for other people to 
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keep, but didn’t try to do themselves, like 
keeping the Sabbath so strict, you know, and 
all that. 

navere 8 verse was about the prophets 
being killed by bad men, like Jesus was goin 
to be, and he had to tell who Abel an 
fachariah were. Then teacher went back 
to verse 41. He said that was the main part 
of the lesson, and asked Bulldog Jones what 
it meant. 

‘I don’t know,’’ sighed Bulldog. 
** Sounds like if you give enough to God it 
don't make any difference what you do.’’~ 

** That's true,’”’ answered teacher, smiling 
to see how surprised we looked. ‘If you 
give enough, but enough of what?’’ 

‘* Money, I suppose,’’ said Bulldog. 

** No,” teacher replied, shaking his head, 
** The Pharisees gave money, lots of it. What 
was it they held back ?”’ 

** Love,’’ answered Carl. 

**That’s it,’? nodded teacher. Read it 
this way: ‘Give alms of a// such things as 
ye have.’ That includes the love of our 
hearts, and if we truly love God with all our 
hearts, and love our neighbors as ourselves, 
we’ll want to do right, won’t we?’’ And we 
all answered, yes. 

So teacher hive a heart on the board and 
under it: 





WHAT THE HEART IS 
THE MAN {tS 











He explained that it is like a spring. 
You can’t purify the spring by filtering the 
water down below, but you can purify the 
water below by cleaning out the spring. 
Then he had us all say that verse, ‘* Blessed 
are the pure in heart,’’ and just then the bell 


rang. 

For next Sunday we each have to find in 
the lesson five benefits from being a real 
Christian. Ill tell you about them next 
time. 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











EADING the Bible in course is not so 
common as it was, and the advance in 
consecutive and deductive study may 

be partly the cause. The new methods have 
their decided advantages, but are not al- 
together a substitute for the old. Familiar- 
ity with the Word of God is most valuable, 
and has a very distinct relation to the real 
culture of the mind and heart. 

Although this is admitted by all of us, few 
are so impressed by its worth that the per- 
sistent effort is made to read and master the 
entire book. Many of the familiar charac- 
ters of the Old Testament are not thoroughly 
known and understood. A large class, all 
of whom had a greater or less knowledge of 
the Scripture, were reading the ‘‘ Faith 
Chapter,’’ Hebrews eleven, when the teacher 
stopped and asked a brief synopsis of each 
character mentioned near the close. Gideon 
all knew, Barak only four could outline, 
Jephthah only two. There should be a 
general and normal knowledge of the Scrip- 
ture, but this can only be gained by constant 
and systematic faithful reading. Family 
worship may stimulate or retard this valuable 
exercise by the wise use of Scripture or by 
injudicious overcrowding of it. ‘The history 
of ancient times is remarkably related to Old 
Testament history, prophecy, and poetry, 
and lends itself with ease and strength to the 
study of antiquity if properly introduced and 
adjusted. 

The committing to memory of verses and 
passages of Scripture is also very valuable, 
and such is the tenacity and soundness of 
the child-mind that these lessons and words 
go with us through life, even to the comfort 
and delight of old age. 





February 9 to 15 


Mon.—Luke 11 : 37-54. Christ’s Hatred of Shams. 
We think of Jesus as the meck and lowly 
One, and rightly, but what a strong and fear- 
less foe he was to insincerity and pretense. 
Externalism found its most formidable enemy 
in the Saviour of men. He looked, and 
ever will look, on the intents of the heart. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: What a wealth of 
praise there is in the characteristies of the 
Saviour! Praise him for his insight and 


on. ~ 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 15 (Luke 11 : 37-54) 


wisdom, his fearlessness and freedom, his 
quietness and patience, his majesty and 
might. Praise him for his directness and 
honesty, his frankness and truth. And as 
you praise, petition for grace and wisdom to 
apply. 

Tues.—Ba. 1: 10-20. Pretense and Sincerity. 

It is so easy to be self-deceived in the real 
substance of religion. The doing of re- 
ligious ceremony may become an abomina- 
tion to God unless the life is obedient, 
thoughtful, judicious, merciful, unselfish, 
and kindly. Unless we cease to do evil we 
cannot learn to do well. 


PRAYER ' SUGGESTIONS: Ca// to mind in 
prayer the lives and deeds of good and great 
people. Let these saints become family 
names at the altar. Thank God for men 
like Daniel, the faithful man of prayer; 
for David who was so human and yet so 
sincere; for Peter the forgiven and bold; 
for John the strong and loving. For Dr. 
Paton of the New Hebrides, for Carey and 
Duff and Bunyan. For Washington, Lin- 
coln, Lee, and President Wilson, and the 
Christian statesmen of to-day. 


Wed.—Jer. 6: 6-17. Deceived by False Prophets 

What a state of society! ‘‘ From the 
prophet even unto the priest every one deal- 
eth falsely.’’ This condition was enough to 
break the heart of any honest soul, The 
most deadly aspect of such a condition, how- 
ever, is in the fact that the deceiver is self- 
deceived. He knows not the deadliness of 
his own disease. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
his leadership in the world’s history; for 
men of honor and integrity; for his stamp 
of approval on righteousness, and the sure 
defeat of wickedness. Ask that men of gen- 
uine integrity may be led into office and may 
be willing to serve. Pray for judges and 
juries, for senators, congressmen, and na- 
tional, state, county, and city officials, 


Thurs.—Hos. 6: 1-10. Sham Repentance. 

The acme of deceit and unreality is an at- 
tempt to deceive the Almighty. Insincerity, 
clothed with religious ceremonial or holy 
garments, is despicable to God, and calls 
down the, judgments of divine wrath. Christ’s 
d¢nunciation of the hypocritical Pharisee 
was a figure which manifested -his shocked 
sensibilities when he called them ** Whited 
Sepulchres,”” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Call to the mind 
of each member of the home his and her re- 
lation to the unity and blessing of the home. 
Pray that each may think of the others’ 
comfort, happiness, and peace. Pray for 
helpful deeds, alert minds eager to bear each 
other's burdens and ease another's load. 
Pray that each may be mindful of the wishes 
and purposes of others, and try to carry 
them.out rather than thwart them, 


Fri.—Mark 7: 1-13. Empty Worship. 

Where is the heart when we worship? 
Better no worship than that which is not 
real, Such worship makes the Word of God 
of none effect ; such worship is ** taking the 
name of God in vain’’ as much as swearing 
and cursing. This habit will ultimately de- 
stroy the power to deal sincerely with God 
or man. 

‘PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember in 
prayer God's loving-kindness in giving us 
godly parents and loved ones, Thank him 
Sor those whom he has called home to him- 
self, for the assurance we have that they are 
with Christ, for the influence they had upon 
us in earlier days, and for the power of their 
prayers in our childhood lives. Thank him 
Jor our hallowed memory of their real piety. 


Sat.—Matt. 4: 1-11. The Temptation. 

Christ was tempted with pleasure, pride, 
possession, and power. Hungered, why 
should he not be satisfied? ‘*Turn these 
stones into bread,’’ ** Cast thyself down.’’ 
All men will then believe in Thee, and Thou 
shalt be known and have power todo! ‘All 
these will I give ‘Thee,’’ the world’s posses- 
sions. Christ withstood, for he slew the 
‘* If” of Satan with the ‘It is written’ of 
God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remind those 
whom you lead in prayer of the value of 
time, ‘‘so teach us to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 
Make the day before you seem very valuable 
as you call to mind the small number of 
days there really are in the year and ina 
life-time. Pray that time may not be wasted, 
that moments may be valued and used 
aright. 
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Sun.—Luke 13 : 22-35. Formalism and Hypocrisy. 

The follower after pleasure and the yielder 
to indu!gence who has sheltered under re- 
ligious ceremonial, or paid the price to sus- 
tain religious form, has invariably argued his 
right and chance to gain eternal reward, but 
he is absolutely without scriptural warrant in 
his claim. Christ answered him with this 


definite word, ** Depart from me, ye workers’ 


of iniquity.”’ 





PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Do not let prayer 
degenerate into mere generality, Ask God 
for definite and particular things. Pray 
for a happy day, for a safe journey, for vie- 
tory in the playground, for completion of 
plans, for economy in living, for proper 
recreation and rest, for freedom from worry, 

help in getting school lessons, for taking 
hold of all duties with agreeable spirit, and 
Sor success in tasks, 








Reality and Unreality 
HE section (Luke 11 : 37 to 12 : 12) cov- 
ering the lessons for this week and 
next is important because it records 
our Lord’s final break with the Pharisees. 
At the same time the fundamental thought of 
verses 14-36 is continued in the emphasis on 


sincerity. There, reality is pressed upon the 
disciples ; here, it is insisted on in reference 
to his enemies. Part of the passage is com- 
pared with Matthew 23, the latter of which 
was spoken later on in the ye * Our 
present section is found in Dr. Riddle’s 
** Harmony,’’ Section 50, and the footnote 
on page 4. See also Croscup, page 17 and 
footnote, and Stirling, page 21 and No, 11 
on map. ‘The material may be analyzed into 
four main sections: (1) verses 37-41, the 
Pharisee’s invitation; (2) verses 42-44, the 
Pharisees denounced (three charges); (3) 
verses 45-52, the lawyers denounced (three 
charges); (4) verses 53, 54, the Pharisees’ 
assault on Christ. 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses 37, 38. What was 
the Pharisee’s motive in inviting Jesus Christ ? 
Was it curiosity, or craft, or earnest concern ? 
Verse 39 seems to suggest the second. Did 
the Pharisee express his surprise, or was it 
simply his own inner thought? (v. 38.) Our 
Lord evidently went in, and at once sat down 
without ceremony. The fabbis laid great 
stress on ‘purification: before meals (Mark 7: 
2-4; Matt. 15 :.1-3). The word ** bathed’’ 
is; ‘literally, ‘* baptized,”’ referring to the 
custom of pouring water so 4s to avoid cere- 
monial defilement. It has been suggested 
that the man’s wonder is a proof that he did 
not invite our Lord in order to plot against 
him, since he was evidently not expecting 
any transgression of the customary rule. 
Perhaps Christ’s omission to wash his hands 
before going to the table, or it may have 
been the refusal of the water offered to him 
at table, was a protest against the attempt of 
the Pharisees to substitute small things for 
the more sgrious and weighty matters of the 
law. The acceptance of the invitation with 
the consciousness of the consequences that 
would follow his frank speech shows that he 
would not shrink from speaking God’s truth 
merely on that account. 

Tuesday.—Read verses 39-41. Observe 
the title ‘‘the Lord ”’ used here (see also ; : 
17; 7:13). Does it not indicate a date for 
Luke’s Gospel at a time when Christ’s Lord- 
ship was fully recognized? Opportunity was 
taken to refer to the Pharisees in general, 
either the many who were present, or the 
sect as represented by the host. The force 
of the word ‘‘now”’ is difficult. It may 
mean, logically, ** Well, now,’’ ‘‘ There you 
are,’’ or it may mean simply present time as 
contrasted with former days when such was 
not the case, In plain terms Christ refers to 
the greed (extortion) and the depravity which 
causes it (wickedness). The outside is con- 
trasted with the heart. Christ asks the 
question, *‘ Did not God who made the world 
outside make men’s souls also? ’? 

Now comes one of the greatest difficulties 
of interpretation. What are we to under- 
stand by verse 41? The King James Ver- 
sion renders, ‘‘give alms of such things as 
ye have,’’ but the Greek word is better ren- 
dered in the Revision,‘* which are within.’’ 
Godet’s suggestion is,‘‘ Do you wish to be 
purified? I can tell you of a surer means 
than washing hands. Give to some fellow 
what remains within. The spirit of love, 
not material water, will purify your ban- 
quets. A loving deed makes clean hands,’”’ 
Others make the statement ironical, as though 
it meant, ‘‘Give something to the poor out 
of your luxuries, and then, as you ‘fancy, all 
your evil will be condoned,’’ But the real 


thought seems to be that benevolence is a 
better way of keeping free from defilement 
than any mere scrupulosity in the cleansing 
of vessels. Beneath rr | determining the 
value of ceremonial institutions are moral 
and spiritual dispositions and activities, Yet 
- others suggest, ‘*Give your souls as 
alms, not merely food or money, but your 
heart.’? In any case, ‘‘all things’? must 
refer to the vessels used at mieals, and the 
thought is that they will not be defiled when- 
ever benevolenceand beneficence rule. ‘The 
reason why the words are not to be regarded 
as ironical is that, as Alford says, our Lord 
never cast a slur on almsgiving. 

Wednesday. — Read verses 42-44. By 
means of a threefold ‘‘woe’’ the Pharisees 
are solemnly denounced. First, their con- 
duct is condemned by means of a contrast 
which still maintains the antithesis between 
observance and moral obedience. The 
Pharisees had extended the law beyond what 
was required (see Deut. 14: 22), and yet 
they neglected the distinctions between right 
and wrong. Then follows the woe which 
referred to Pharisaic pride in their love of 
the chief seats (John 12: 43). The third 
woe is even more terrible (v. 44). Any 
contact with graves was regarded as caus- 
ing defilement, and the graves were white- 
washed so that none might touch them un- 
awares. In association with Pharisees men 
might think that they had to do with saints, 
and so would be assimilating their spirit, 
while all the time they would become in- 
fected with their vices; just as people some 
times walked over hidden graves, and were 
polluted without knowing it. In Matthew 
23 : 27 the application is somewhat different. 
Ilere the Pharisees are regarded as the un- 
suspected source of bad life to others, Does 
not this suggest the solemn power of influ- 
ence, that which * flows ’’ from us to others ? 
** None of us liveth to himself,’’ 

Thursday.—Read verses 45-48. At this 
point a lawyer interposes. He was one of 
an official order that expounded the law of 
Moses. Not all the Pharisees were profes- 
sional students or teachers of the law (see 
7:30; 10:25). The man is surprised that 
such statements should have been made, for 
as they were required to be men of greater 
culture and distinction, he naturally felt it as 
an insult and. an outrage. The word ‘ re- 
proachest”’ is stronger, and means ‘*insult- 
est.’? Then follow three woes (vs. 46, 47, 
52). In the first the lawyers are charged 
with a slavish literalism in connection with 
the observances of the oral law, and literal- 
ism is invariably closely akin to formalism, 
The interpretations by which the law was 
increased were an intolerable burden, and 
made things far more severe than God ever 
intended, The lawyers were severe on other 
people, but not at all careful themselves, 


. While insistent upon people keeping the tra- 


ditions, they themselves did not even keep 
the law, to say nothing of the added tradi- 
tions (v. 46). Then our Lord says in sol- 
emn irony that the lawyers were building the 


killed them (v. 47). The argument is that 
these men were actually participating in and 
completing the work of their fathers (v. 48, 
see Matt.-23 : 30). Externally the, prophets 
were honored, but in reality they were being 
dishonored by the neglecting of the duties 
which they urged, and by the ignoring of their 
testimony to the Messiah. 

Friday.—Read verses 49-52. What is the 
meaning of ‘‘ the wisdom of God’’? Does 
it refer to God in his wisdom? Or does it 
mean the Old Testament, referring to Prov- 
erbs 1 : 20-31, a book which was often called 
Wisdom? Or does the clause mean a para- 
phrase of Old Testament passages? Some 





Suggest 2 Chronicles 24 : 20-22. In Matthew 


tombs of the prophets while their fathers had. 
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23: 34 these words are seen to be Christ’s 
own words, but there is no warrant for 
thinking that he calls himself the wisdom of 
God, even though afterwards he obtained 
this title (1 Cor, 1: 24-30). Plummer sug- 
gests that we cannot apply it to any passage 
in the Old Testament, and that it refers 
rather to the divine providence in sending 
prophets to the Jewish and apostles to the 
Christian church, It is significant to observe 
the confidence with which Jesus Christ here 
speaks of the divine counsels, thereby testify- 
ing to his unique insight and fellowship with 
the Father (10 : 22; 15{: 7, 10). Inverse 51 
we have a reference to the first and last mur- 
ders in the Old Testament, since the Jewish 
Canon ends with Chronicles (Gen. 4: 10; 
2 Chron, 24: 22). It is as though we our- 
selves might say, From Matthew to Revela- 
tion, The meaning of * shall be required of 
this generation ’’ suggests the Jewish race, 
and refers to the great catastrophe of the 
destruction of Jerusalem (21:32). ‘Then 
our Lord tells the lawyers that they were 
monopolizing theology. ‘They had destroyed 
all proper access to the knowledge of truth 
(key) by their false interpretations, and also 
by the way in which in contempt they thought 
ordinary people incapable or unworthy of 
enlightenment, 

Saturday.—Read verses 53, 54. All this 
was too much for the Pharisees who, in their 
hostility, follow Jesus Christ out of the house 
to take action against him. Do the words 
**press upon him vehemently ”’ refer to vio- 
lent words or violent action? Some think 
that they only mean to be very angry, while 
others mPa them as indicating actual vio- 
lence. The Authorized Version is, ‘‘ urge 
him vehemently,’”’ and the margin of the 
Revised Version, ‘‘set themselves vehe- 
mently against him,’? Plummer suggests that 
it means watching, actively on the alert 
against him; internal feeling rather than ex- 
ternal pressure, though the latter is of coursé 
possible, ‘There was a similar effort at Naza- 
reth (chap. 4). The die was regarded as 
cast, and. Jesus Christ was henceforth to be 
their most inveterate foe. There was no 
doubt as to his meaning at last, and either 
they or he was in the right, for both could 
not be. So they endeavored to compel him 
to speak things that might be used against 
him, hoping to catch him, like victims in 
hunting. 

Sunday.—Reading through the passage, 
we notice the twofold emphasis on the sin of 
unreality, 1. The Pharisees were formalists 
who made great pretensions to piety. They 
were more concerned with human traditions 
than with God’s law (v. 38); about outward 
things rather than inward purity (v.39, see 
Tit. 1:16; Jas. 4:8); with trifles rather 
than with essential matter (v. 42, see 1 Sam. 
15 : 22); with the glorification of self rather 
than with the truth of God (v. 43); with po- 
sition rather than with character and influ- 
ence (v. 44). 2. The lawyers were formal- 
ists who made great pretensions to Scrip- 
tural knowledge and exact interpretation of 
the law, and yet were living examples of the 
opposite spirit of unfaithfulness, 


Suggestions for Further Study 


1. The Pharisees.—See article in ‘* Bible 
Dictionary,’’ by J. D. Davis. More will 
appear in our next lesson, 

2. Jesus Christ and Our Thoughts.—The 
importance of the mind in the New Testa- 
ment. There are many references to the 
thoughts and to the action of the Holy Spirit 
on the intellectual life (Matt. 15 : 19; Luke 
5:22; 1 Cor. 3:20; Heb. 9:14; 8: 10; 
10:16; Phil. 4: 8; Rom. 12: 2; Eph, 
4* 23). 

3- The Spirit of True Almsgiving.—This 
depends on the motive. The late Lord 
Shaftesbufy met a man who had come out of 
prison, and later the man met_ his friends 
with a shining face.. ‘‘ Did he give you some- 
thing?’ said they. . ‘* No,”’ replied he, ** but 
he took my hand in his and said; ‘Cheer up, 
by the grace of God you will be a good man 

et.’’’ The earl gave the man courage and 
ope, and so gave atms of ‘‘the things -that 
were within.’”’ 

4. The Solemn Warning Against Formal. 
tsm.—This is of various kinds ; sometimes it is 
**ritualism,’’ laying all stress on outward 
observances, while forgetful of moral obedi- 
ence, But there is also a formalism of in- 
tellect and orthodoxy which is just as serious ; 
indeed, an evangelical formalism is perhaps 
worse than a ritualistic. In all things we 
must remember that God is Spirit, and the 
God of truth, 
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—“And you must 


take Sanatogen regularly for 


several weeks” 


‘ene urgent advice is given by physicians day by day in 
every civilized land—wherever sufferers from starved 
nerves and poor digestion seek relief. There is a reason 
for this. Physicians know that Sanatogen is a substance 
capable of supplying the real needs of a starved, over- 
wrought nervous system—that it is a scientific combination 
of albumen and organic phosphorus—a compound eagerly 
absorbed by the hungry tissues and possessing unique 
tonic and reconstructive qualities. They also know from 
their own observation what Sanatogen has done for others. 
They have watched its revivifying action on persons whose 
nervous strength had been underminted by overwork, worry 
or disease ; they have observed how it has infused renewed 
energy, life and elasticity into starved nerves ; how it has 
regencrated the appetite, digestion ; in short, how wonder- 
fully it has helped to make the human machinery fit to 
perform its functions in the most perfect manner. 


There are on file with the Owners of Sanatogen no less than 
18,000 letters from practicing physicians praising, endorsing Sana- 
togen, Truly a magnificentmonument to the value of this food-tonic, 


But no less impressive is the enthusiastic testimony of patients 
themselves. Men and women in the forefront of human endeavor, 
statesmen, prelates, authors, lawyers, have written above their own 
signatures of the wonderful benefits received from Sanatogen. 


Write for a Free Copy of “Nerve Health Regained” 


If you wish to learn more about Sanatogen before you use 
it, write for a copy of this booklet, beautifully illustrated 
and comprising facts and information of the greatest interest. 


Sanatogen is sold by good druggists everywhere, in three sizes, from $1.00 


THE BAUER CHEMICAL CO., 
26G@ IRVING PLACE, - + NEW YORK 


G. H, Stocktoa 
Rear Admiral U, S. 
Navy and _ President 
Reoree Washington 
niversity, writes : 
“Some time ago m 
prea recommend 
atogen to be used in 
my family. After giving 
it a fair trial, 1am thor- 
oughly convinced it is 
most excellent for the 
nerves and an invigorat- 
ing food tonic.” 


Col, Heary Wettereen, 
| famous itor, 


tes: 

“1 feel I owe it to truth 
to state that I have made 
a thorough trial of Sana- 
togen, and that I have 
found it most efficacious 
and beneficent. I do not 
think I could have re- 
covered my vitality, as I 
have done, without this 
Sanatogen operating 
equally upon the diges- 
tive organs and nerve 
cénters.”” 


Lady Henry Somerset, 
the prominent social 
reform advocate, 
writes : 

**Sanatogen undoubt- 
edly restores sleep, in- 
vigorates the nerves and 
braces the patient to 
health. I have watched 
its effect on people whose 
nervous systems have 
been entirely under- 
mined, and I have proved 
Sanatogen to be most val- 
uable,’ 


The Right Rev. The Bishop 
of Southampton, writes : 
“It gives me pleasure 
to bear my testimony to 
the value of Sanatogen 
as an invigorating tonic 
and restorative. It is un- 
doubtedly beneficial.” 


Sanatogen received the Grand Prise at the International Congress of Medicine, London, 1913. 
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Four Gospels 


bound by themselves in substantial leather binding make one of 
the most useful books imaginable for every teacher and student of 
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| For Those Doing Graded Work 


Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 
MASSACHUSETTS.—In planning the mouty 
th y J is it 


, — for the 
etter to link the items of the program with the 


lesson truth of the day, or with the season? 


.| With the three different lessons for the graded 


series for these pupils, we do not always have 
“the ‘2 truth in each class or each grade.— 


T IS difficult to say either ‘* yes ’’ or “no ”’ 
to either proposition in your question, 
for both must be done. The program 

of the Primary Department should not only 
take account of the instruction which the 
child is to receive, but contribute also to his 
spiritual growth through acts of worship. 
Worship is as vital an element in religious 
education for the child as for the adult. In 
fact, unless the child has his emotional na- 
ture wisely directed, his capacity for religious 
thought will be crippled. It is our aim, 
therefore, not only to instruct, but so to plan 
the hour that, taking advantage of the child’s 
capacity for reverent religious feeling, we 
give him an opportunity to find expression 
for this feeling in acts of worship ; to create 
an atmosphere for him which will, uncon- 
sciously to the child, foster this emotion, and 
so minister to his need in this direction. 

Through the Bible stories presented dur- 
ing the period of instruction, the child re- 
ceives impressions and grasps religious truth 
through facts, Even when the fact is for- 
gotten, the impression of the truth remains, 
and it is just this impression which we de- 

end upon to educate him or help him re- 

uel 9 But impression must find expres- 
sion. So when we haye aroused in him a 
strong feeling of love, or gratitude, or a de- 
sire to be obedient,—whatever the emotion, 
—an opportunity must be given to the child 
to give adequate expression to this awakened 
feeling. These emotions frequently find an 
opportunity for immediate expression in the 
Sunday-school session, and we have the little 
kindly act of helpfulness to another pupil in 
the class, the loving tone in response toa 
query from the teacher, the quick response 
to a request fromthe teacher or superinten- 
dent. Inadozen different ways there may 
be an unconscious response from the pupil, 
and though stimulated by the teacher’s 
words the teacher herself may not always 
recognize that the impression has been 
effective. 

Every response of this character is desired, 
and must be looked for; but in addition to 
this kind of response the superintendent 
must deliberately plan for acts of worship 
which shall cultivate and foster the innate 
religious feeling. Therefore, knowing that 
the child will desire to give expression to 
his feeling of thanksgiving, she will plan to 
let him voice it in song, in prayer, and in 
acts of giving. She will desire to deepen 
the impressions by letting him voice them in 
Bible words, either sung or spoken, and will 
plan that opportunity is given through the 
fellowship exercises to express his love toward 
his fellows. With such a purpose in mind, 
the songs used from week to week cannot 
always be selected with reference either to 
the season or to the particular phase of truth 
developed through the lessons of any partic- 
ular day ; and yet in a broad way the songs 
do give expression to the general truths 
which the lessons teach. 

Again, we must bear in mind that pupils 
of this age do not, in the limited time at our 
command, master many songs, nor are they 
able to hold in the memcry from week to 
week many songs or services. ‘The constant 
incoming of new pupils in some schools, and 
the necessary absence of others, makes it 
quite essential that a few well-selected songs 
be used, and that the general order of the 
service shall not be changed too frequently. 
To offset the inability of the child to change 
rapidly from one thought or theme to an- 
other, the superintendent must make use of 
another method of teaching, that of the so- 
called conversational method, so that from 
week to week the program will be freshened 
through the thought which the teacher or 
superintendent brings when linking one part 
of the program with the next item. It is in 
this way that the seasonal idea can be kept 





before the pupils, and that without burden- 
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ing them with extra memorization, It is in 
this way, too, that the thoughts of the lessons 
can be linked to the parts of the program, 

Again, songs expressive of the seasonal idea 
may be sung to the children, or an opportu- 
nity be given for some one class to contri- 
bute to the general program. In other 
words, the worshipful ides, and the contri- 
bution to the child’s religious development 
through worship, is more important than that 
he shall be asked to learn new things just to 
keep pace with the changing seasons. 

On the other hand, the constant change 
going on about him gives the teacher and 
the superintendent an opportunity to keep in 
touch with these new interests of the pupil 
by taking advantage of them for points of 
contact with the child and with the subject- 
matter, The result may be a unified and 
always interesting program, deepening his 
impressions and making a direct contribu- 
tion to his religious education. 

[E-ditor’s Note: In carrying out Mrs. Barnes’ sug 
eer the primar teacher may be helped greatly 

he Minute Nature Talks” written by Miss 


Lee McCrae and published each week in The Sunday 
School Times, as on page 73 of this issue.] 


% 
Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


CALIFORNIA,—Our Bible class has organ- 
ized, and we are planning to hold mon 
socials. As teacher of this class, it is my desire 
that as a_part of our entertainment program we 
have something from the Bible to quicken 
thought and to awaken interest in the Bible, 
and to gain a more practical knowledge of 
God's Word. For instance, for our next social 
I suggested to the chairman of our social com- 
mittee that we take the mountains and the val- 
leys mentioned in the Bible, and see who can 
write the longest list, and call upon different 
ones to describe one of them, etc. What do 
you think of this poe Where can I get’ a 
book that will be of help in preparing such a 
program as I have suggested ‘a 3 W. S. 


OU will find in the back part of most 
teacher’s Bibles a list of Bible lakes, 
rivers, mountains, etc,, that will help 

you in the particular contest which you are 
proposing, You are quite right in your plan 
to introduce the educational element into 
your class socials, Every social should have 
at least two elements,—to give pleasure to 
others than the members of the class, and to 
provide the educational side. 





MIssOURI.—I was recently elected president 
of an Adult Bible Class in this city. I have-had 
no previous experience as president of such a 
class ; in fact I have been a member of this class 
for less than a year. If you will kindly recom- 
mend to me some litesature which I can secure 

wi work, it will be appreciated. 
I shall be grateful also for any suggestions you 
may have to offer.—L. W. K.- 


WOULD suggest that you communicate 
with the office of your State Sunday 
School Association (the office of the 

Missouri Sunday School Association is 715 
Fullerton Building, St. Louis) and secure 
copies of International Adult Class leaflets, 
Nos, 2, 3, and 4. No. 2 deals with class 
organization, and will help you to secure a 
complete organization of your class. As a 
class president, one of your chief responsi- 
bilities is to see that your class is organized 
in fact as well as in spirit. Class organiza- 
tion is the track upon which all your work 
should run. Many a good train has been 
wrecked because the track was incomplete. 

Leaflet No. 3 deals especially with the 

duties of class officers. It will be well for 
you to secure enough copies of this leaflet so 
as to give one to each of your class officers 
and committeemen. It would be helpful if 
you could meet with each of your class com- 
mittees and carefully study with them the 
conditions of this leaflet, which specially 
refer to the work of each committee. 

Leaflet No. 4 deals with a hundred things 

a hundred classes are doing. Secure enough 
copies of this leaflet before your next busi- 
ness meeting, and have them in readiness 
to distribute at that time, so as to give each 
member present a copy. Make it a part of 
your program at that meeting to read the 
entire leaflet in concert. At the close of this 
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reading, ask each one present to write on a 
slip of paper the suggestions which he thinks 


your class could or should adopt. Do not, 
under any circumstances, let any member of 

our class except the teacher see this leaflet 
in advance of the reading. 

I hope that your class a received the In- 
ternational certificate of recognition, If not, 
please notice that leaflet No. 2 explains how 
this may be secured, and also suggests some 
of the advantages of enrolment. 

Perhaps you can plan to attend the Inter- 
national Sunday School Convention to be 
held in Chicago next June, In connection 
with the convention there will be an Adult 
Bible Class Conference, The Sunday School 
Times has a plan by which it is intended 
that delegates may attend the Convention 
without money cost to them. The Times 
will be very glad to communicate with any 
reader who desires to have this plan ex- 
plained, 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


We are planning to observe ** Home Depart- 
ment Day’’ soon. Please give some sugges- 
tions. 


O FAR as possible, the attendance of 
every member of the department should 
be secured for this special occasion, 

Transportation should he provided wherever 
necessary. The opening worship should be 
bright and interesting, including at least one 
familiar hymn. Brief words of welcome 
should be given by superintendent or pastor, 
and there should be recognition of the de- 
partment in the-prayer. ‘The roll of mem- 
bers might be called. During the lesson 
study period the Home Department mem- 
bers should sit in the adult classes ; or, better 
still, for this particular day there might profit- 
ably be a ‘‘ Home Department school class,’’ 
with the best teacher available. One good 
result of a Home Department Day is usually 
the graduation of some of the members into 
the main school, 

A special article in ‘* The Sunday-school 
Clinic’? (conducted by Hugh Cork for The 
Sunday School Times), which will deal with 
Home Department Day, will be published in 
an early issue of the Times, 





Family worship is not sufficiently empha- 
sized by Home Departments generally. Please 
explain the new plan decided upon recently. 


T New Orleans, February 8, 1912, the 
International Executive Committee 
unanimously adopted the following 

recommendations : 

‘* (1) That the scope of the Home De- 
partment be enlarged, so as to present the 
privilege of membership in one of two grades, 
as follows : 

*’ Grade ‘A,’ embracing the requirement 
of ordinary membership, as in Grade ‘ B,’ 
and, in addition, the engagement to take the 
advanced step of family worship in the home, 
including at least the reading of God’s Word 
and prayer; and 

** Grade ‘ B,’ enlisting the member, as has 
been done heretofore, in the study of the 
Sunday-school lesson for at least half an hour 
each week, : 

‘*(2) That a leaflet be published, and that 
the statistical forms in use be altered so as 
to obtain the figures separately of the two 
grades.”’ 

Great freedom in interpreting conditions 
necessary for membership in Grade ‘‘ A”? is 
of course permissible. The department 
**For Family Worship,’’ by Dr, John Tim- 
othy Stone, which appears each week in The 
Sunday School Times, is a welcome, timely 
help. Doubtless an increasing number of 
parents will not depend entirely upon printed 
prayers, but will add sentences of their own. 
The new plan in Dr, Stone’s department, of 
giving definite prayer suggestions for each 
day, is a very valuable one. Some families 
follow the Bible-reading with the Lord’s 
Prayer. Some follow the Bible reading 
with a reverent bowing of heads and silent 
prayer. 

Those who are not heads of families, but 
who have their devotions privately, may be- 
Jong to Grade ‘“‘A.”’ It is earnestly hoped 
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that many who are now in Grade ‘“*B’’ may 
soon graduate into Grade ‘‘ A,’’; 

A copy of the new leaflet, ‘*The Home 
Department and the Family Altar,’’ may be 
secured from the office of any state or pro- 
vincial Sunday-school association, 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


DagebenSesiieg Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association, 


ARKANSAS.—A group of our college stu- 
dents ranging from our freshmen to our senior 
class desire to prepare themselves for teaching 
in Sunday-school work next summer, and have 
asked me to take charge of the class. I wish to 
make the work as profitable for them as possi- 
ble. I shall be glad to have you suggest to me 
any helpful literature on this subject, and also 
some books on religious pedagogy and on train- 
ing for service. If you can make any other 
helpful suggestions I shall appreciate them 
highly.—D. A. W. 


T IS a great encouragement to find that 
the young people of our colleges are 
eager to have part in the increasingly 

important work of the Sunday-school. 

You could not do a better thing than adopt 
as the text-book for this class one of the First 
Standard teacher-training courses approved 
by the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, This will provide in fifty lessons the 
foundations of a thorough training for Sun- 
day-school teaching. If opportunity should 
offer the next year the class might then take 
advanced work on the -Bible or religious 
pedagogy. But for this year you would find 
it most profitable to give them the elements 
of pedagogy and psychology and a general 
knowledge of the Bible and the school in a 
short course. 

Write to the General. Secretary of your 
State Sunday School Association,—the Gen- 
eral Secretary in Arkansas is Mr. H. E. Luf- 
kin, 431 Southern Trust Building, Little 
Rock. He will gladly co-operate with you 
in your plans to make the class a success, 

During the past two years the following 
Pennsylvania schools have pursued this 
method with success : the Moravian College, 
Bethlehem; the United Presbyterian Theo- 
logical Seminary, North Side, Pittsburgh ; 
Lincoln University, Lebanon Valley College, 
Elizabethtown College, Juniata College, 





We have several girls of thirteen and four- 
teen years of age whio have been attending the 
meetings of our training-class, and are inter- 
ested. May we enrol them and have them 
take the examinations for diploma? 


HE rule adopted by the International 
Association and the denominational 
representatives in the conference of 

1908 requires that only those who are at 
least sixteen years of age shall be invited to 
take the approved training courses. This 
rule is observed, I think, by all the State 
Associations and by the denominational 
boards. 

One reason for the rule is that usually 
children under sixteen are not sufficiently 
mature to receive the largest benefit from 
the psychology and pedagogy sections of the 
course, 

Another reason is that the students should 
be qualified in age and’ intelligence to teach 
a Sunday-school class as soon as the course 
of study has been completed. They should 
make use of the training without delay, or 
much of the benefit of the study will be lost. 

It seems to me that an exception should be 
made in favor of those under sixteen who are 
now teaching in the Sunday-school. If they 
are sufficiently developed to warrant their 
appointment as teachers of classes, we should 
certainly provide at once for their better 
equipment for the work we have committed 
to them. 

I would not discourage the young people 
who are now in your class. If it is agreeable 
to the older members df the class, let them 
attend your meetings and be helped by the 
discussions. The Bible lessons will be espe- 
cially stimulating to them. Show them every 
consideration, and urge them at the proper 
time to take the regular work with examina- 
tions. 
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luscious Quaker Oats. 


here for 
Even 


Quaker Oats. 


The reason for all this : 
the rich, plump grains. 


but ten pounds of Quaker. 
but the best are discarded. 


flavor. 
licious flakes. 
keeps the flavor intact. 





All oats produce vim. 


nothing else compares. 
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Lovers of oats, 
of every race and 


clime, now send 
Quaker. 
Scotland 
sends here for the 
utmost in oatmeal. 


Not a country on earth 
produces oat food to com- 
pare with it, as evidenced by this world-wide demand. 

Last year—because of this flavor—folks con- 
sumed a thousand million dishes of delicious 


Quaker Oats consists of just 
From 
a bushel of choice oats we get 
All 


These choice grains have the 


They make big, de- 
And our process 


All 
are energy foods with which 


But Quaker Oats are also de- 


lightful. Children enjoy the 
flavor. They are always want- 
ing more. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 


All the world 


over—in cottage 


and mansion— 
millions of moth- 
ers every morn- 
ing, serve Quaker 
Oats to children. 


Not ordinary oats. They 
want richness and flavor. 


They are teaching their children the love of oatmeal. 
So legions of these mothers send thousands of 
miles — over lands and seas and deserts—to get 





Quaker Oats 


Just the Big, Luscious Flakes 
Just the Cream of the Oats 


That is what it means, when 
you order oatmeal, te specify 
Quaker Oats. You get no puny 
grains, no poorly-flavored 
flakes. And you never will in 
Quaker. 


RegularSize 
package, 10c 


Family Size 
package, for 
smaller cities 
and country 
trade, 25c. 


Except in Far 
West and South. 





Look for the 
Quaker trademark 
on every package 
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Some Growing Children 


are under size—under weight. 
Some grow tall and thin, others 
are backward in studies—pale and 
frail—improper assimilation is 
usually the cause. 
if your children are not rugged 
and ruddy and rosy—bubbling 
with energy and vim at all times, 
you owe them SCOTT’S 
EMULSION —nature’s 
concentated nourishment to 
build body, bone, muscle 
and brain. 
CHILDREN NEED 
SCOTT’S EMULSION 
TO PROGRESS. 
Tmdottes ScoTT & Bowws. Bloomfield, N. J. 12-155 
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HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 


386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 
Quantity price, j0cents. Send for a sample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


sameer> FASTER SERVICES 


FREE 
Will be mailed to any Pastor, Sunday School Superin- 
tendent or Chairman of Music Committee who will 
mention this paper and state denomination, Unusu- 
ally attractive offerings for 1914. 


Tullar Meredith C0 265 W. 36th St., New York 

”" » 14 W. Washington St., Chicago 

y QUE AN AFFO RD a 

fuet Out). Round or panes notes. $3.00 per hundred; 
3 


samples, cents each, songs, words and music 


BE. A. K. HACKETT, FORT WAYNE, INDIANA. 


PREPARATION FOR SOCIAL 
AND RELIGIOUS SERVICE 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School pre- 
pares young women of American and foreign —- 
for social and religious service among their own people; 
also for pastors’ secretaries, and the various forms of 
institutional church work. 

Correspond with the Priactesl, Mrs. Mary W. 
Mills, 5111 Fowler Ave., S. E., Cleveland, O. 


ThePhillipsBibleInstitute 


of Canton, Ohio. By Correspondence or Resident 
Courses trains men and women to become more efficient 
Bible Students. Ifitis yourambition to enter the ranks 
of the ministry, evangelistic work, Bible School special- 
ist, or any other field of Christian service whereby you 
wish to increase’your knowledge of the Bible and effi- 
ciency in service, our courses will help you. Positions 
found for students ee | resident courses, Full ex- 
PanLips’ particulars and advice cheerfully given. 


HILLIPS BIBLE INSTITUTE, 215 W. Ninth St., Cantoa 0. 


Sailing June 18 and 23, July 
1 and 4. University Profes- 
sors Leadership. ‘ ‘The Liberty 


Way.” Booklet is free. Write 
now. Universal Tours, St. Thomas, Ontario. 


Gye Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, January 31, 1914 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage: 
$ i 00 Five or more copies, either to 

< separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $6.00. 
Free Copies One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, February 15, 1914 
Why Every One Should Sign a Tem- 
perance Pledge (Prov. 23 : 20, 21, 
29-35). Temperance meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoNn.— Dangers of drink (Isa. 28 : 1-4, 7,8). 
‘TUES. —The drunkard’s stupidity (Prov. 21: 


17). 
WeED.—Avoid evil (1 Thess. 5 : 14-28). 
‘lHURS.—An example to others (1 Cor. 8: 
4-13). 
Fri.—Keep a sane mind (1 Tim. 1 : 1-7). 
Sat.—Keep the body pure (1 ‘Thess. 5 : 23). 














What force has temperance example ? 
What value have definite vows to us? 
How can we lead others to sign the pledge ? 


HERE is no difference of opinion as to 
the pitiful and shameful plight of the 
drunkard. The moderate drinker 

agrees with the total abstainer in thinking of 
drunkenness and the excessive use of liquor 
as unmanly and disgraceful. To the extent 
that the temperance pledge is necessary as the 
only means to keep a man of weak will from 
slipping beyond moderate drinking into ex- 
cess, even moderate drinkers allow it to be 
good or even necessary. 

For drunkenness simply plays havoc with 
all the integrity of life. It dishonors all the 
sacred home obligations, °‘‘It was the first 
time my old father ever saw me drunk,’’ 
wrote a young man, “and I just got up and 
left.’ Even the drunkard had feeling enough 
left not to be able to endure the sight of his 
father suffering. But he had not feeling 
enough to spare his father the sufferings 
which the mere physical absence of the son 
and the old man’s uncertainty about him only 
intensified. One of our most useful Christian 
workers, whom Christ redeemed from the 
slavery of drink, tells of having come’ home 
once from a debauch to have his wife meet 
him at the door with the words, ‘* The baby 
is dead,’’ and put into his arms the still little 
body. That very night he stole out and pawned 
the dead baby’s shoes for drink. Could a 
more devilish powér than this be conceived ? 


“e 

The drink appetite makes men slaves and 
cowards. It pursues them with no pity. ‘*I 
was out in the woods,’’ wrote a victim, ‘and 
I was hunting deer. Presently I saw two, 
and then they fled and I knew how they felt. 
I have felt just like those hunted deer, for 
drink has hunted me as a frightened thing, 
too,’? That was why he was in the woods. 
Where men with a mastery over appetite, free 
from it wholly because they never compro- 
mised with it at all, could go with impunity, 
he could not go because he knew that his foe 
was waiting for him there. 

The use of liquor in any quantity is either 
not helpful or positively injurious to both body 
and mind, The body that is independent of 
it has greater power, endurance, resiliency, 
adaptation, reserve. The mind that relies 
upon it may for a time be stimulated to un- 
natural. brightness, but it pays in reaction far 
more than it gained in excitement. And all 
such unnatural stimulation effects only certain 
activities of the personality. It does not 
strengthen the moral sense or the sensitive- 
ness of the spirit to truth and righteousness. 
It works with a certain, however slow, moral 
corrosion, 
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** But,’? says the moderate drinker, ** what 
if all this is true? . Excessive eating, or sleep- 
ing, or bathing, all good in themselves in 
moderation, will produce disastrous effects 
too. There are sections of the earth where 
the population has been decimated by the 
sleeping sickness, Would you, therefore, 
have people abstain from sleep ?’’ - Not so, 
Moderate eating and sleeping are necessary 
to life. Moderate drinking is not, _Moder- 
ate eating and sleeping are possible with no 
temptation to harmful excess. Moderate 
drinking is full of a peril from which not one 
of the thousands of drunkards who are a sor- 
row to their families and.a burden to society, 
escape. 

It is not necessary:for:any one to start out 
on the road. that leads:to:a drunkard’s life. 
Moderate drinking is that road. Not every 
one goes the full length of it. Thousands are 





able to go only a little distance and stop 
there. But is it good to travel ona road 
which goes in this direction, when it is not 
necessary to travel on it at all? There are 
plenty of other roads, absolutely safe, and far 
pleasanter. 

5 4 


And if it is a bad thing to begin to drink, 
it is a good thing to resolve not to drink, and 
if the resolution not to drink is good, it is 
good to fix it and to declare it. 

It is not wrong to take pledges. Every 
check or note is a pledge. Every contract is 
a pledge. Life would fall apart without sure 
and trustworthy pledges. 

Who exerts the stronger influence, the 
man of whom we say ‘‘Everybody knows 





JANUARY 31, 1914 


where that man stands. You will always find 
him in the open with the right,’’ or the man 
of whom men ask, ‘‘ What is his position ? 
pons knows what his conviction and practise 
are?’’ 


A military officer at a banquet turned his 
giasses down, and let it be known that such 
were his principles, A new soldier saw and 
heard him and followed his example. Sup- 
pose he had been shown the other road ? 

If it is right to do a thing, is it not right to 
say ‘‘I will do it’’? 

a abstinence will help those who are 
weak to lean upon the shelter of the strong. 

What does Christ expect under his ideal 
for men? (Matt. 5 : 48). 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters | 
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Selections from fifty or more of the choicest of Dr. J. R. Miller's intimate 
letters on soul problems will be published in the Times during 1914. Peo- 
ple from all over the world sought Dr. Miller’s help on questions about 
their life work, their religious doubts, their deep sorrows, problems of 
Christian service, of home difficulties, of marriage, and a thousand other 


personal concerns, 


Such a surprising range of life interests is cevered in 


the letters to be published in these columns that a need of your own or that . 
of a friend is likely to be met by Dr. Miller’s ‘‘golien pen.” 


6. To a Writer of Helpful Letters 


OUR letter of May 12 has been received. 
I am glad that you are able to write 
letters. You always write cheeringly 
and inspiringly. By the way, there is no 
form of ministry in which a person who is 
gifted for it can do more good than in letter- 
writing. Have you seen an account of the 
newest league —the League of the Golden 
Pen, I think it is called? It is not a society 
with officers and enrolments and dues and 
all that,—it is simply a league which a per- 
son makes himself and with hi’ fellow-mem- 
bers, promising to write at least one letter 
every month to some person who needs cheer 
and comfort, strength and help. 

I often think about Paul’s prison life at 
Rome. When a man is shut away in prison, 
he. is not, supposed to-have much opportunity 
of doing good. But Paul seems to have be- 
longed to ‘‘ The League of the Golden Pen.”’ 
At least we know that he wrote letters to many 
people. Four of these prison letters at least 
we have preserved to us in the New Testa- 
ment. A shut-in who cannot engage in the 
activities of Christian life, but is able to write 
letters, can send out continually inspiration 
and encouragement to those who need these 
helps. No one knows the full value of such 
letters,—letters written to sick people, to 
those in sorrow, to those in special joy, to 
those who are discouraged or depressed, to 
those who need guidance and counsel. 

The other day a good woman came to my 
office and showed me a package of letters 
thas I had written to her during a year or 
two when she was passing through peculiar 
experiences,—about twenty-five years ago. 
They were all letters meant to lift her out of 
her disheartenment, to put new hope in 
her heart, to show her the reality of God’s 
comfort, and to help her to make the most of 
her circumstances. She told me how sacredly 
she had kept those letters, and that she read 
them over frequently. She told mealso how 
she had used them in helping other people 
in similar circumstances. The letters have 
been read and reread until some of them are 
literally worn out, This was a revelation to 
me. Of course I knew the value of letter- 
writing, but I had no thought that twenty- 
five years after they were written the letters 
would still be kept and read and reread. 

Iam sure you are doing a great deal of 
good by your letter-writing. If you have 
not strength to engage in teaching as you 
used to do, so long as you are able to use 
your pen as you do now you need not 
feel that. you have no opportunity of be- 
ing of use any longer. Use your pen and 
send out every day, or as often as you can, 
a letter or letters which will carry lessons or 
impulses to hearts and homes where they 
are needed. I know enough about your 
letters to know that they are always bright 
and cheerful. I think it was Walter Scott 
who said, at the close of his life, that he did 
not know that he ever had written a single 
word which he could wish to. have recalled 
or blotted out. , Not every one can say this. 
It seems to-me ‘that letters should always be 
just what yours are,—letters which will give 
a-new hope and encouragement. 





One of my little rules is, ‘* Never be a 
discourager.’’ The last place I would put 
discouragement would be in a letter, because 
when written down it stays there, to give 
discouragement every time it is read again. 
Your letter, I am sure, never contain a dis- 
couraging word, any sentence that would 
make life harder for the person to whom you 
have written, to make the burden heavier, to 
make the path seem rougher. You always 
write words which put new courage into 
hearts, new hope, new joy. 

Go on, my dear friend, in your ministry of 
letter-writing, and let Christ use your pen in 
this way for his service. God has given you 
a big heart, a great fountain of love and sym- 
pathy and cheer, Let the streams pour out 
continually in all directions to bless the 
world. Hundreds and thousands ‘of persons 
need’ encouragement ard uplifting. You 
will scarcely meet‘one man or one woman in 
the next ten days whom you cannot make a 
little stronger or braver by saying the right 
word, 

I have a habit of writing letters, not only 
to people in my own parish, or to people 
with whom I am personally acquainted, but 
to other persons in my neighborhood of whom 
I hear that they are in trouble. I do this 
even to Catholic families sometimes, I never 
have known of any case in which such a let- 
ter was unwelcome, If pastors only under- 
stood the value of letters, how much comfort 
and strength they would give, they would 
make very much larger use of their pens in 
this way than they do. 





Have you become a member of “ The League of 
the Golden Pen” to which Dr. Miller refers in this 
letter? You initiate yourself into membership when 
you write your first letter with the golden pen, and 
you continue in good and regular standing as long as 
you write at least one such lettera month. The story 
of the league is told by the Rev. E. H. Byington, its 
founder, and may be had in leaflet form from The 
Sunday School ‘Times, There has also been prepared 
a card of membership, with a simple device on the 
back for recording the number of letters written each 
month with the golden pen. This membership card 
and the leaflet will be sent for five cents.’ Copies of 
the leaflet, and also copies of the card, can ob- 
tained, in orders of five or more, at the rate of two 
cenjs for each leaflet or card. Address ‘‘ The League 
of the Golden Pen,”” The Sunday School Times Co., 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. If you are already 
a member in good standing, you will find the plan an 
admirable one to encourage in your Sunday-school, 
in the Home Department, and among your friends. 


‘xp 
For Defeated Christians 


ESS than two years ago there came into 
the life of a Christian man a fulness of 
Christ which he had not known be- . 

fore, The new mastery of his life by his 
Lord has fevolutionized his entire being. 
He has found that it is heaven on earth to be 
wholly yielded to Christ. He has learned 
that the presence of the Holy Spirit in com- 
munion and for service, although super- 
natural, does come upon the fully surrendered 
soul as naturally and graciously as the sun- 
shine pours itself upon the earth. 

The Holy Spirit seems to have laid upon 
this man a special burden of love for any 
Christian who is living a defeated life and 
yearns for something better. He will be 














LESSON FOR FEB. 15 (Luke 12 : 37-54) 


glad to send helpful literature, free of charge, 
to any one who will write. Send communi- 
cations to Christian Life Literature Fund, 
949 North Sixty-Sixth Street, Philadelphia, 
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The Bears That Escaped 


By Louise M. Oglevee 


UE pressed her face against the car 
window and peered out into the twi- 
light. During the day she had en- 

joyed herself, for what little girl can help 
Se a good time on a railway trip if she 
is well and has a kind mother who under- 
stands little girls as her companion? But as 
evening came on she began to remember how 
far away she was from her old home and 
from all her playmates, and she felt very 
lonely and homesick. 

Her father had been sent to be superin- 
tendent in a new factory in a Western town, 
and Sue and her mother were to spend the 
summer with him. But Sue did not want to 
go; she wanted tostay at home and have the 
same jolly picnics and play-days that she had 
had the summer before. 

Even the sight of her father’s eager face 
did not make Sue happy as she stepped from 
the train, She cast critical glances at every- 
thing, from the small frame depot to the last 
twinkling yellow street-lamp that she could 
see in the distance, 

The long, bare, two-story building into 
which they stepped five minutes later, and 
which her father explained was to be their 
home for the summer, was worst of all to 
Sue. It had been built for a hotel, but as it 
was not just then needed for that purpose, 
and, as houses were very scarce, it was di- 
vided into apartments and rented to several 
families. Sue’s father had his office in one 
of the |big rooms downstairs. Mother was 
delighted with the big, airy room, and began 
planning at once where she would put the 
pretty things that she had brought in her 
trunk to make it ‘*homey’’ and pleasant, 
But Sue thought it was bare and like a barn. 

They were to take breakfast at a hotel 
near-by, but they needed some things from a 
store which was only a few doors away ; so, 
while Sue took off her wraps, her father and 
mother hurried out on their errand, 

Voices sounded from the room across the 
hall,—childish voices, and presently Sue 





Friendly Tip 
Restored Hope and Confidence 


After several years of indigestion and 
its attendant evil influence on the mind, 
it is not very surprising that one finally 
loses faith in things generally. 

A New York woman writes an interest- 
ing letter. She says: 

‘* Three years ago I suffered from an 
attack of peritonitis which left me ina 
most miserable condition. For over two 

ears I suffered from nervousness, weak 
eart, shortness of breath, could not 
sleep, etc. 

y appetite was ravenous, but I felt 
starved all the time. I had plenty of 
food, but it did not nourish me because 
of intestinal indigestion. Medical treat- 
ment did not seem to help. I got dis- 
couraged, stopped medicine, and did not 
care much ‘whether I lived or died. 

‘*One day .a friend asked me why I 
didn’t try Grape-Nuts food, stop drink- 
ing coffee and use Postum. I had lost 
faith in everything, but to please my 
friend I began to use both, and soon 
became very fond of them. 

‘It wasn’t long before I got some 
strength, felt a decided change in my 
system, hope sprang up in my heart, and 

slowly but surely I got better. I could 
slee very well, the constant craving for 
f ceased, and I have better health 
now than before the attack of peritonitis. 

‘*My husband and I are still using 
Grape-Nuts and Postum.’ 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 

“Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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heard a boy call, ‘¢ Who let out my brown 
bear ?”’ 

**] didn’t,’? came the prompt answer in 
what sounded like a little girl’s voice. Then, 
in a distressed tone, **Oh, oh! Mine is 
gone, too. My nice, big cinnamon bear,”’ 

‘*They were here just before supper, for 
I fed them,”’ said the boy. 

At the word ‘bears v Sue shivered with 
terror. Bears right in that house! What 
should she do? She was terrified to stay 
there alone, and she dared not run out to 
warn her father and mother. They were 
only gone a few minutes, but the time seemed 
like hours to Sue, and when they did come 
back she was so frightened that it took her a 
long time to make them understand what she 
had heard, 

Children were running about in the long 
hall, so her father opened the door and 
called, ‘‘ What’s all this I hear about lost 
bears?’ 

**Oh, they’re caterpillars that we caught 
this afternoon,” answered the boy. ‘* They 
were so fuzzy and big that we called them 
our bears, and we had them in two glasses, 
but they got out. We'll’ get some more to- 
morrow. Did your little girl come ?”’ 

** Yes, here she is. Come in and tell her 
about your bears,’’ said Sue’s father. Sue 
was so glad to hear that the bears were of 
such a harmless sort that she welcomed with 
a smile the bright-faced boy and girl that 
followed her father into the room. 

**Mother wants you to come over to our 
rooms for a warm supper,’’ said an older 
girl appearing at the door just then. ‘* You 
must be tired and hungry after your long 
ride.”” 

The new friends were so pleasant and 
kind, and the supper so delicious, that Sue 
just couldn’t keep on feeling cross and un- 
happy. By bedtime she had made so many 
plans for the next day that there were not 
going to be nearly hours enough in it to 
carry them all out. 

**We’re going to catch some more bears 
to-morrow,’’ she laughed as she was un- 
dressing for bed. ‘‘I’m not afraid of brown 
bears or cinnamon ones either.”’ 

*¢ They are very useful bears,’’ said her 
mother, smiling... ‘‘They have helped to 
drive off two enemies that were troubling my 
little girl—homesickness and discontent.’’ 

Sue nodded sleepily, too tired to answer, 
and soon she was sleeping so soundly that 
she did not dream of bears or anything else. 
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Books Worth Noting 











The Year Round (By the Rev. James 
Learmount).—In this day, when so much 
interest is given to the welfare of children, it 
is greatly to be regretted that we have so 
few writers in Mr, Learmount’s field. He 
gives the same sound, strong doctrine which 
nourished our fathers to young people in 
short, simple talks, rich with interesting 
stories and apt illustrations, Although the 
author’s style is so easy and natural, the 
dignity with which he treats great truths is 
worthy of note, and is much needed in in- 
stilling the spirit of reverence our young peo- 
ple often lack. This latest volume contains 
fifty-two addresses. Although they are so 
well suited to the Sunday afternoon reading 
aloud in the Christian home, their useful- 
ness should not end there. Sunday-school 
teachers, kindergartners, and all who work 
with young people will find in them a mine 
of suggestion. (London: H, R, Allenson, 
Ltd., 35. 64.) 


In the Master’s Country (By Martha 
Tarbell, Ph. D.).—The sub-title of Miss 
Martha Tarbell’s little book, ‘‘ A Geograph- 
ical Aid to the Study of the Life of Christ,’’ 
is an apt statement of the character of the 
work itself, The present issue is a cheaper 
edition of the ‘* Aid,’? which was first pub- 
lished three years ago, While the main 
purpose of Miss Tarbell is to furnish a work- 
ing knowledge of the geography of Pales- 
tine, she has wisely inserted a preliminary 
‘¢Chronological Life of Jesus,’’ following 
the arrangement of Stevens and Burton’s 
Harmony. The distinctive portions of the 
hand-book are very accurate; the maps are 


excellent, and outline maps are printed for 
pupils who are following the lines of study 
presented, Review questions are appended 
The illustrations are 


to the larger sections, 





well chosen and attractive. 


The topograph- 
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ical information is well selected and ‘* up to 
date.’? (Doran, 25 cents net.) 


The Keeper of the Vineyard (By Car- 
oline Abbot Stanley).—The awakening of 
the public conscience to social conditions is 
hastened (or sometimes hindered) by the 
novel whose main argument deals with social 
questions. Such aone is this. A success- 
ful school-teacher finds herself the sole pro- 
tector of her dead brother’s four children. 
She works out her problem through one of 
the popular ‘‘ back to the land’’ schemes, 
and by her pluck and energy revolutionizes 
a lethargic community in the Ozarks in less 
than a year’s time. She starts clubs, teaches 
school, founds a Sunday-school to teach 
civics, wakes up the sleepy, shames the dis- 
gruntled, and, of course, falls in love. If 
the story but follows the faults of its prede- 
cessors in that it erects a ‘* paper’’ ideal 
whom it enables to make bricks without 
straw, it is nevertheless clean, bright, and 
free from the unhealthy sentimentalism which 
taints many recent novels, (Revell, 24.25 
net.) 
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Reading the Bible Regularly 


HOSE who have found regular Bible 
reading difficult because of lack of a 
definite plan will be greatly helped by 

the systematic daily readings outlined by 
Miss E. Konitzky. Her plan has been 
brought to the attention of the readers of 
The Sunday School Times before, but it is 
worth noting again, especially in connection 
with the Pocket Testament League. 

One outline provides for daily readings 
both morning and evening. By following 
this, the whole Bible is completed in one 
year; or the morning and evening readings 
may be used separately, and a two-years’ 
course followed, Psalms and Proverbs and 
the New Testament are used for the evening 
readings, while the rest of the Old Testa- 
ment is outlined for morning readings. An- 
other outline provides for single daily read- 
ings in the New Testament only, giving one 
year to the reading. 

This plan is commendable for its simplicity 
and definiteness. The leaflets and cards 
giving the readings to be followed can be 
secured by sending a two-cent stamp to Miss 
E. Konitzky, Reisterstown Road, near Kate 
Avenue, Station E., Baltimore, Maryland. 

A leaflet of information as to the Pocket 
Testament League, how to start it in a Sun- 
day-school, with prices of special pocket 
Testaments, membership cards, etc., will be 
mailed free by: the Sunday School Times 
Company. 
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ES id AUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY 
OF ANTHONY COMSTOCK 


Anthony 
Comstock 
Fighter 


y 
Charles 
Gallaudet 
Trumbull 


An authorized biography of this 
great fighter for purity. The story 
is one of life-and-death adventure, 
moral and physical heroism and 
incomparable achievement. The 
detailed account of Mr. Comstock’ s 
activities rakes a most thrilling 
and remarkable story. 

This faithful and stirring narra- 
tive will-undoubtedly be used by 
many of Mr. Comstock’s friends 
as a means of giving adequate 
information about him and his_ 
work to those who ought to know 
more about him. Much of the 
material was published in The 
Sunday School Times, and we are 
glad to co-operate in securing a 
wide circulation for the completed 
biography. 


Price, $1.25 net 


FOR SALE BY 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Some Growing Children 








Some grow tall and thin, others 
are backward in studies—pale and 
fral—improper assimilation is 
asually the cause. 
if your children are not rugged 
and ruddy and rosy—bubbling J 
with energy and vim at all times, 
you owe them SCOTT’S 
EMULSION —nature’s 
concentated nourishment to 
build body, bone, muscle 
and brain. 
CHILDREN NEED 


SCOTT’S EMULSION 
TO PROGRESS. 


Trdettee Scorr & Bowws Bloomfield, N. J. 12-155 
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Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of servicc to others, 


386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 
Quantity price, 3ocents. Send for a sample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


“Pree EASTER SERVICES 


FREE 


Will be mailed to any Pastor, Sunday School Superin- 
tendent or Chairman of Music Committee who will 
mention this paper and state denomination. 
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PREPARATION FOR SOCIAL 
AND RELIGIOUS SERVICE 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School pre- 
pares young women of American and foreign parentage 
= social and religious service among their own geopie: 
also for pastors’ secretaries, and the various forms of 
institutional church work. 

Correspond with the Principal, Mrs. Mary W. 
Mills, 5111 Fowler Ave., S. E.. Cleveland, O. 


The Phillips BibleInstitute 


of Canton, Ohio. By Correspondence or Resident 
Courses trains men and women to become more efficient 
Bible Students, Ifitis your ambition to enter the ranks 
of the ministry, evangelistic work, Bible School special- 
ist, or any other field of Christian service whereby you 
wish to increase your knowledge of the Bible and effi- 
ciency in service, our courses will help you. Positions 
found for students taking resident courses. Full ex- 
ay particulars and advice cheerfully given. 


HILLIPS BIBLE INSTITUTE, 215 W. Ninth St., Cantoa 0, 


Sailing June 18 and 23, July 
1 and 4. University Profes- 
sors Leadership. ‘‘ ‘The Liberty 
Way.” Booklet is free. Write 


now. Universal Tours, St. Thomas. Ontario. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times 's published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage: 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either to 

- separate addresses ce: in a pack- 
age to one a.idress, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 -50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $6.00. 
Free Copies 


One free copy addi- 

tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in @ ciub at the 
$1.00 rate. 


Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, February 15, 1914 
Why Every One Should Sign a Tem- 
perance Pledge (Prov. 23 : 20, 21, 
29-35). Temperance meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Dangers of drink (Isa. 28 : 1-4, 7,8). 
‘TUES.—The drunkard’s stupidity (Prov. 21: 


17). 
WeED.—Avoid evil (1 Thess. 5 : 14-28). 
‘THURS.—An example to others (1 Cor. 8: 
4-13). 
Fri.—Keep a sane mind (1 Tim. 1 : 1-7). 
Sat.—Keep the body pure (1 ‘Thess. 5 : 23). 














W hat force has temperance example ? 
What value have definite vows to us ? 
How can we lead others to sign the pledge? 


HERE is no difference of opinion as to 
the pitiful and shameful plight of the 
drunkard. The moderate drinker 

agrees with the total abstainer in thinking of 
drunkenness and the excessive use of liquor 
as unmanly and disgraceful. To the extent 
that the temperance pledge is necessary as the 
only means to keep a man of weak will from 
slipping beyond moderate drinking into ex- 
cess, even moderate drinkers allow it to be 
good or even necessary. 

For drunkenness simply plays havoc with 
all the integrity of life. It dishonors all the 
sacred home obligations, ***It was the first 
time my old father ever saw me drunk,”’ 
wrote a young man, “and I just got up and 
left.’? Even the drunkard had feeling enough 
left not to be able to endure the sight of his 
father suffering. But he had not feeling 
enough to spare his father the sufferings 
which the mere physical absence of the son 
and the old man’s uncertainty about him only 
intensified. One of our most useful Christian 
workers, whom Christ redeemed from the 
slavery of drink, tells of having come home 
once from a debauch to have his wife meet 
him at the door with the words, ‘* The baby 
is dead,’’ and put into his arms the still little 
body. That very night he stole out and pawned 
the dead baby’s shoes for drink. Could a 
more devilish powér than this be conceived? 


% 

The drink appetite makes men slaves and 
cowards. It pursues them with no pity. ‘I 
was out in the woods,’’ wrote a victim, ‘‘and 
I was hunting deer. Presently I saw two, 
and then they fled and I knew how they felt. 
I have felt just like those hunted deer, for 
drink has hunted me as a frightened thing, 
too.’? That was why he was in the woods. 
Where men with a mastery over appetite, free 
from it wholly because they never compro- 
mised with it at all, could go with impunity, 
he could not go because he knew that his foe 
was waiting for him there. 

The use of liquor in any quantity is either 
not helpful or positively injurious to both body 
and mind, ‘The body that is independent of 
it has greater power, endurance, resiliency, 
adaptation, reserve. The mind that relies 
upon it may for a time be stimulated to un- 
natural. brightness, but it pays in reaction far 
more than it gained in excitement. And all 
such unnatural stimulation effects only certain 
activities of the personality. It does not 
strengthen the moral sense or the sensitive- 
ness of the spirit to truth and righteousness, 
It works with a certain, however slow, moral 
corrosion. 

% 


** But,’? says the moderate drinker, *‘ what 
if all this is true? | Excessive eating, or sleep- 
ing, or bathing, all good in themselves in 
moderation, will produce disastrous effects 
too.. There are sections of the earth where 
the population has been decimated by the 
sleeping sickness. Would you, therefore, 
have people abstain from sleep ?’’ Not so, 
Moderate eating and sleeping are necessary 
to life. Moderate drinking is not, _Moder- 
ate eating and sleeping are possible with no 
temptation to harmful excess. Moderate 
drinking is full of a: peril from which not one 
of the thousands of drunkards who are a sor- 
row to their families and a burden to society, 
escape. ' ' 

It is not necessary: foriany one to start out 
on the road that leads'to:a drunkard’s life. 
Moderate drinking is that road. Not every 
one goes the full length ofit. Thousands are 





able to go only a little distance and stop 
there. But is it good to travel ona road 
which goes in this direction, when it is not 
necessary to travel on it at all? There are 
plenty of other roads, absolutely safe, and far 
pleasanter. 
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And if it is a bad thing to begin to drink, 
it is a good thing to resolve not to drink, and 
if the resolution not to drink is good, it is 
good to fix it and to declare it. 

It is not wrong to take pledges. Every 
check or note is a pledge. Every contract is 
a pledge. Life would fall apart without sure 
and trustworthy pledges. 

Who exerts the stronger influence, the 
man of whom we say ‘‘Everybody knows 
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where that man stands. You will always find 
him in the open with the right,’’ or the man 
of whom men ask, ‘‘ What is his position ? 
hong knows what his conviction and practise 
are?’”’ 


A military officer at a banquet turned his 
glasses down, and let it be known that such 
were his principles, A new soldier saw and 
heard him and followed his example. Sup- 
pose he had been shown the other road ? 

If it is right to do a thing, is it not right to 
say ‘‘I will doit’’? 

wt abstinence will help those who are 
weak to lean upon the shelter of the strong. 

What does Christ expect under his ideal 
for men? (Matt. § : 48). 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters | 
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Selections from fifty or more of the choicest of Dr. J. R. Miller’s intimate 
letters on soul problems will be published in the Times during 1914. Peo- 
ple from all over the world sought Dr. Miller’s help on questions about 
their life work, their religious doubts, their deep sorrows, problems of 
Christian service, of home difficulties, of marriage, and a thousand other 


personal concerns, 


Such a surprising range of life interests is cevered in 


the letters to be published in these columns that a need of your own or that . 
of a friend is likely to be met by Dr, Miller’s ‘‘ golien pen.” 


6. To a Writer of Helpful Letters 


OUR letter of May 12 has been received, 
I am glad that you are able to write 
letters. You always write cheeringly 
and inspiringly. By the way, there is no 
form of ministry in which a person who is 
gifted for it can do more good than in letter- 
writing. Have you seen an account of the 
newest league —the League of the Golden 
Pen, I think it is called? It is not a society 
with officers and enrolments and dues and 
all that,—it is simply a league which a per- 
son makes himself and with hi’ fellow-mem- 
bers, promising to write at least one letter 
every month to some person who needs cheer 
and comfort, strength and help. 

I often think about Paul’s prison life at 
Rome. When a man is shut away in prison, 
he. is not, supposed to-have much opportunity 
of doing good. But Paul seems to have be- 
longed to ‘* The League of the Golden Pen.”’ 
At least we know that he wrote letters to many 
people. Four of these prison letters at least 
we have preserved to us in the New Testa- 
ment. A shut-in who cannot engage in the 
activities of Christian life, but is able to write 
letters, can send out continually inspiration 
and encouragement to those who need these 
helps. No one knows the full value of such 
letters,—letters written to sick people, to 
those in sorrow, to those in special joy, to 
those who are discouraged or depressed, to 
those who need guidance and counsel, 

The other day a good woman came to my 
office and showed me a package of letters 
thas I had written to her during a year or 
two when she was passing through peculiar 
experiences,—about twenty-five years ago. 
They were all letters meant to lift her out of 
her disheartenment, to put new hope in 
her heart, to show her the reality of God’s 
comfort, and to help her to make the most of 
her circumstances. She told me how sacredly 
she had kept those letters, and that she read 
them over frequently. She told mealso how 
she had used them in helping other people 
in similar circumstances. The letters have 
been read and reread until some of them are 
literally worn out, This was a revelation to 
me. Of course I knew the value of letter- 
writing, but I had no thought that twenty- 
five years after they were written the letters 
would still be kept and read and reread. 

Iam sure you are doing a great deal of 
good by your letter-writing. If you have 
not strength to engage in teaching as you 
used to do, so long as you are able to use 
your pen as you do now you need not 
feel that you have no opportunity of be- 
ing of use any longer. Use your pen and 
send out every day, or as often as you can, 
a letter or letters which will carry lessons or 
impulses to hearts and homes where they 
are needed. I know enough about your 
letters to know that they are always bright 
and cheerful... I think it was Walter Scott 
who said, at the close of his life, that he did 
not know that he ever had written a single 
word which he could wish to have recalled 
or blotted out. ,.Not every one can say this. 
It seems tome ‘that letters should always be 
just what yours are,—letters which will give 
a new hope and encouragement. 





One of my little rules is, ‘* Never be a 
discourager.’’ The last place I would put 
discouragement would be in a letter, because 
when written down it stays there, to give 
discouragement every time it is read again. 
Your letter, I am sure, never contain a dis- 
couraging word, any sentence that would 
make life harder for the person to whom you 
have written, to make the burden heavier, to 
make the path seem rougher. You always 
write words which put new courage into 
hearts, new hope, new joy. 

Go on, my dear friend, in your ministry of 
letter-writing, and let Christ use your pen in 
this way for his service, God has given you 
a big heart, a great fountain of love and sym- 
pathy and cheer,, Let the streams pour out 
continually in all directions to bless the 
world. Hundreds and thousands ‘of persons 
need encouragement ard uplifting. You 
will scarcely meet’one man or one woman in 
the next ten days whom you cannot make a 
little stronger or braver by saying the right 
word, 

I have a habit of writing letters, not only 
to people in my own parish, or to people 
with whom I am personally acquainted, but 
to other persons in my neighborhood of whom 
I hear that they are in trouble. I do this 
even to Catholic families sometimes, I never 
have known of any case in which such a let- 
ter was unwelcome, If pastors only under- 
stood the value of letters, how much comfort 
and strength they would give, they would 
make very much larger use of their pens in 
this way than they do. 





Have you become a member of “ The League of 
the Golden Pen” to which Dr. Miller refers in this 
letter? You initiate yourself into membership when 
you write your first letter with the golden pen, and 
you continue in good and regular standing as long as 
you write at least one such lettera month. The story 
of the league is told by the Rev. E. H. Byington, its 
founder, and ma ad in leaflet form from The 
Sunday School ‘limes, There has also been prepared 
a card of membership, with a simple device on the 
back for recording the number of letters written each 
month with the golden pen. This membership card 
and the leaflet will be sent for five cents.’ Copies of 
the leaflet, and also copies of the card, can ob- 
tained, in orders of five or more, at the rate of two 
cen3s for each leaflet or card. Address ‘‘ The League 
of the Golden Pen,’”’ The Sunday School Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. If you are already 
a member in good starding, you will find the plan an 
admirable one to encourage in your Sunday-school, 
in the Home Department, and among your friends. 


xe? 
For Defeated Christians 


ESS than two years ago there came into 
the life of a Christian man a fulness of 
Christ which he had not known be- 

fore. The new mastery of his life by his 
Lord has fevolutionized his entire being. 
He has found that it is heaven on earth to be 
wholly yielded to Christ. He has learned 
that the presence of the Holy Spirit in com- 
munion and for service, although super- 
natural, does come upon the fully surrendered 
soul as naturally and graciously as the sun- 
shine pours itself upon the earth, 

The Holy Spirit seems to have laid upon 
this man a special burden, of love for any 
Christian who is living a defeated life and 
yearns for something better. He will be 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 15 (Luke 11 : 37-54) 


glad to send helpful literature, free of charge, 

to any one who will write. Send communi- 

cations to Christian Life Literature Fund, 

949 North Sixty-Sixth Street, Philadelphia, 
‘a. 





Children at Home | 








The Bears That Escaped 
By Louise M. Oglevee 


UE pressed her face against the car 
window and peered out into the twi- 
light. During the day she had en- 

joyed herself, for what little girl can help 
aving a good time on a railway trip if she 
is ce and has a kind mother who under- 
stands little girls as her companion? But as 
evening came on she began to remember how 
far away she was from her old home and 
from all her playmates, and she felt very 
lonely and homesick. 

Her father had been sent to be superin- 
terdent in a new factory in a Western town, 
and Sue and her mother were to spend the 
summer with him. But Sue did not want to 
go; she wanted tostay at home and have the 
same jolly picnics and play-days that she had 
had the summer before, 

Even the sight of her father’s eager face 
did not make Sue happy as she stepped from 
the train. She cast critical glances at every- 
thing, from the small frame depot to the last 
twinkling yellow street-lamp that she could 
see in the distance. 

The long, bare, two-story building into 
which they stepped five minutes later, and 
which her father explained was to be their 
home for the summer, was worst of all to 
Sue. It had been built for a hotel, but as it 
was not just then needed for that purpose, 
and, as houses were very scarce, it was di- 
vided into apartments and rented to several 
families. Sue’s father had his office in one 
of the |big rooms downstairs, Mother was 
delighted with the big, airy room, and began 
planning at once where she would put the 
pretty things that she had brought in her 
trunk to make it ‘*homey’’ and pleasant. 
But Sue thought it was bare and like a barn. 

They were to take breakfast at a hotel 
near-by, but they needed some things from a 
store which was only a few doors away ; so, 
while Sue took off her wraps, her father and 
mother hurried out on their errand, 

Voices sounded from the room across the 
hall,—childish voices, and presently Sue 





Friendly Tip 


Restored Hope and Confidence 


After several years of indigestion and 
its attendant evil influence on the mind, 
it is not very surprising that one finally 
loses faith in things generally. 

A New York woman writes an interest- 
ing letter. She says: 

‘‘ Three years ago I suffered from an 
attack of peritonitis which left me ina 
most miserable condition. For over two 

ears I suffered from nervousness, weak 
eart, shortness of breath, could not 
sleep, etc. 

“My appetite was ravenous, but I felt 
starved all the time. I had plenty of 
food, but it did not nourish me because 
of intestinal indigestion. Medical treat- 
ment did not seem to help. I got dis- 
couraged, stopped medicine, and did not 
care much‘whether I lived or died. 

‘One day a friend asked me why I 
didn’t try Grape-Nuts food, stop drink- 
ing coffee and use Postum. I had lost 
faith in everything, but to please my 
friend I began to use both, and soon 
became very fond of them. 

‘‘It wasn’t long before I got some 
strength, felt a decided change in my 
system, hope sprang up in my heart, and 
slowly but surely I got better. I could 
sleep very well, the constant craving for 
fi ceased, and I have better health 
now than before the attack of peritonitis. 

‘‘My husband and I are still using 
Grape-Nuts and Postum.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 


“Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘The Road to Well- 


ville,” in pkgs. _ ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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heard a boy call, ‘¢ Who let out my brown 
bear ?”’ 

**] didn’t,’? came the prompt answer in 
what sounded like a little girl’s voice. Then, 
in a distressed tone, ‘*Oh, oh! Mine is 
gone, too. My nice, big cinnamon bear,”’ 

** They were here just before supper, for 
I fed them,’’ said the boy. 

At the word ‘‘bears’’ Sue shivered with 
terror. Bears right in that house! What 
should she do? She was terrified to stay 
there alone, and she dared not run out to 
warn her father and mother. They were 
only gone a few minutes, but the time seemed 
like hours to Sue, and when they did come 
back she was so frightened that it took her a 
long time to make them understand what she 
had heard, 

Children were running about in the long 
hall, so her father opened the door and 
called, ‘* What’s all this I hear about lost 
bears ?”’ : 

** Oh, they’re caterpillars that we caught 
this afternoon,’’ answered the boy, ‘* They 
were so fuzzy and big that we called them 
our bears, and we had them in two glasses, 
but they got out. We'll) get some more to- 
morrow. Did your little girl come?’’ 

** Yes, here she is. Come in and tell her 
about your bears,’’ said Sue’s father. Sue 
was so glad to hear that the bears were of 
such a harmless sort that she welcomed with 
a smile the bright-faced boy and girl that 
followed her father into the room, 

‘*Mother wants you to come over to our 
rooms for a warm supper,’’ said an older 
girl appearing at the door just then, ‘ You 
must be tired and hungry after your long 
ride.’ 

The new friends were so pleasant and 
kind, and the supper so delicious, that Sue 
just couldn’t keep on feeling cross and un- 
happy. By bedtime she had made so many 
plans tor the next day that there were not 
going to be nearly hours enough in it to 
carry them all out. 

‘*We’re going to catch some more bears 
to-morrow,’’ she laughed as she was un- 
dressing for bed. ‘‘I’m not afraid of brown 
bears or cinnamon ones either.”’ 

‘¢ They are very useful bears,’’ said her 
mother,. smiling.. ‘‘They have helped to 
drive off two enemies that were troubling my 
little girl—homesickness and discontent.’’ 

Sue nodded sleepily, too tired to answer, 
and soon she was sleeping so soundly that 
she did not dream of bears or anything else. 


Rock IsLaAND, ILL. 





Books Worth Noting 











The Year Round (By the Rev. James 
Learmount).—In this day, when so much 
interest is given to the welfare of children, it 
is greatly to be regretted that we have so 
few writers in Mr. Learmount’s field. He 
gives the same sound, strong doctrine which 
nourished our fathers to young people in 
short, simple talks, rich with interesting 
stories and apt illustrations, Although the 
author’s style is so easy and natural, the 
dignity with which he treats great truths is 
worthy of note, and is much needed in in- 
stilling the spirit of reverence our young peo- 
ple often lack. This latest volume contains 
fifty-two addresses, Aithough they are so 
well suited to the Sunday afternoon reading 
aloud in the Christian home, their useful- 
ness should not end there. Sunday-school 
teachers, kindergartners, and all who work 
with young people will find in them a mine 
of suggestion. (London: H, R. Allenson, 
Ltd., 35. 6¢.) 


In the Master’s Country (By Martha 
Tarbell, Ph. D.).—The sub-title of Miss 
Martha Tarbell’s little book, ‘‘ ‘A Geograph- 
ical Aid to the Study of the Life of Christ,’’ 
is an apt statement of the character of the 
work itself. The present issue is a cheaper 
edition of the ‘‘ Aid,’ which was first pub- 
lished three years ago. While the main 
purpose of Miss Tarbell is to furnish a work- 
ing knowledge of the geography of Pales- 
tine, she has wisely inserted a preliminary 
** Chronological Life of Jesus,’’ following 
the arrangement of Stevens and Burton’s 
Harmony. The distinctive portions of the 
hand-book are very accurate; the maps are 
excellent, and outline maps are printed for 
pupils who are following the lines of study 
presented. Review questions are appended 
to the larger sections. The illustrations are 
well chosen and attractive. The topograph- 
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ical information is well selected and ‘‘up to 
date.’? (Doran, 25 cents net.) 


The Keeper of the Vineyard (By Car- 
oline Abbot Stanley).—The awakening of 
the public conscience to social conditions is 
hastened (or sometimes hindered) by the 
novel whose main argument deals with social 
questions, Such aone is this, A success- 
ful school-teacher finds herself the sole pro- 
tector of her dead brother’s four children. 
She works out her problem through one of 
the popular ‘‘ back to the land’’ schemes, 
and by her pluck and energy revolutionizes 
a lethargic community in the Ozarks in less 
than a year’s time, She starts clubs, teaches 
school, founds a Sunday-school to teach 
civics, wakes up the sleepy, shames the dis- 
gruntled, and, of course, falls in love. If 
the story but follows the faults of its prede- 
cessors in that it erects a ‘* paper’’ ideal 
whom it enables to make bricks without 
straw, it is nevertheless clean, bright, and 
free from the unhealthy sentimentalism which 
taints many recent novels, (Revell, $1.25 
net.) 
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Reading the Bible Regularly 


HOSE who have found regular Bible 
reading difficult because of lack of a 
definite plan will be greatly helped by 

the systematic daily readings outlined by 
Miss E. Konitzky. Her plan has been 
brought to the attention of the readers of 
The Sunday School Times before, but it is 
worth noting again, especially in connection 
with the Pocket Testament League. 

One outline provides for daily readings 
both morning and evening. By following 
this, the whole Bible is completed in one 
year; or the morning and evening readings 
may be used separately, and a two-years’ 
course followed, Psalms and Proverbs and 
the New Testament are used for the evening 
readings, while the rest of the Old Testa- 
ment is outlined for morning readings. An- 
other outline provides for single daily read- 
ings in the New Testament only, giving one 
year to the reading. 

This plan is commendable for its simplicity 
and definiteness, The leaflets and cards 
giving the readings to be followed can be 
secured by sending a two-cent stamp to Miss 
E. Konitzky, Reisterstown Road, near Kate 
Avenue, Station E., Baltimore, Maryland. 

A leaflet of information as to the Pocket 
Testament League, how to start it in a Sun- 
day-school, with prices of special pocket 
Testaments, membership cards, etc., will be 
mailed free by the Sunday School Times 
Company. 
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E AN AUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY 
OF ANTHONY COMSTOCK 


Anthony 
Comstock 
Fighter 


Charles 
Gallaudet 
Trumbull 


An authorized biography of this 
great fighter for purity. The story 
is one of life-and-death adventure, 
moral and physical heroism and 
incomparable achievement. The 
detailed account of Mr. Comstock’s 
activities makes a most thrilling 
and remarkable story. 

This faithful and stirring narra- 
tive will undoubtedly be used by 
many of Mr. Comstock’s friends 
as a means of giving adequate 
information about him and his_ 
work to those who ought to know 
more about him. Much of the 
material was published in The 
Sunday School Times, and we are 
glad to co-operate in securing a 
wide circulation for the completed 
biography. 


Price, $1.25 net 


FOR SALE BY 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Brooklyn Lots and 
y System 


Pp Sear wal ee “$1290 ce $10 Down, $10 per Month 
South Marlboro If we:tried to make you believe that our $1290 South ‘Marlboro lots would in 


ese MARLBORO’S strategic location is ten years sell’ for $10,000, we would probably be accused of gross exaggeration. 

Simply wonderful, There are subways to the Jf on the other hand, we tell. you of actual sales we have made in Brooklyn. that 

left of it—subways and trolley lines to the right of show practically the same results, and then let you draw your own conclusion, no 

it—subways. converging beyond it at Coney Island — one can question this method of justifying our confidence in the future. 

Re ee eee eae weeny CaN, SaVEg gh We sold -in November, 1913, on the. corner of 22nd Avenue.and 65th Street 
(Marlboro) six lots for $27,000, and these lots are situated within 200 feet : 
of others that we sold for $490 apiece in 1902. 

On King’s ‘Highway and East-15th Street we sold in 1910 seven lots for $6,000, 

each within 200 feet of lots we had sold to our customers in 1902.at $460 apiece. 

We ‘bought five lots on the corner of .Ocean and ‘Woodruff Avenues in 1903 

for $17,500, and sold them in 1907 for $45,000. 

In 1905 we paid $4,300 for the southwest corner of Eighteenth and Gravesend 

Avenues, ‘and in 1908 we sold the plot for $16,000. 

Each of these sales was made to local builders, who bought the: property for 
the purpose of improving it, and making. a profit thereon. The names of these 
builders will be furnished on application, and a dozen others if you so desire, 

Now, if this extraordinary increase could take place simply on account of the normal 
increase’ in population and through no material changes in the transportation facilities, 
are we not warranted: in believing that equal or greater benefits will come to similar lots 































it, and the City encroaching,on it from the’ north. 
These aré South Marlboro facts which any accurate 
map will prove. 

Moreover, they are actually working on the sub- 
ways within 1200 feet of South Marlboro. The Sea 
Beach Line of the Up Broadway subway must be 
e by March Ist, 1915—else a heavy penalty. 

e steam shovels are right.,now throwing tons of 
t daily. . They are the forerunners of the subway, 
Hi the subways are the bringers of tremendous 
MBfits to the holders of the land. $10 down to-day 
ures the chancé to share in future subway profits, 
y before-—not after—the subways come. 















OUR REFERENCES that can be reached within the next three years in twenty-seven minutes from the center 
We have been in business for twenty-five years and are ; = % 
considered the largest real estate concesn in. the world. of Manhattan for a five cent-fare, and through a magnificent three or four track subway ? 


We refer’ you to your own bank or any commercial 


agency regarding our financial standing and reputaticn. What This Means for You 


MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED 


Come to New York at any time within ninety days after You may live in China (we ‘have customers there) or South Africa (where diamond diggers 
date -of your -purchase ; visit our properties. with ‘our . alts . ss 
representative ; keep what you have if you think it is the or paying for our lots) you “may live les any part TT ee er ey 
best. bargain in our $10,000,000 holdings; change it for of the United States, and you can participate with- ; COUPON : Sign, detach and mait 
any other lot if you will, or go to our cashier's desk and out the slightest risk. or handicap in the rise in New 
get back every dollar you have paid as if you are not y i Messrs. WOOD, HARMON & CO. 
satisfied with any of our lots. York real estate. : Let us tell Jou the whole story. t Dept. J 4, 261 Broadway, New York 
FREE TRIP TO NEW YORK A postal card will bring it, : < poaase oar ———— of your lots along the New 
We want evefy customer to Visit? New York and inspect his Ww H & Cc 1 carr? Se ec 
purchase, and we theréfore make the following offer, viz. : od e 
We will allow your entire.railroad fare to Néw York City 0 5 armon 0. : Name. . 
and return, not to exceed $36, crediting the full amount i 
on your purchase. We only require that your inspection Dept J 4. f ' 
be made with our representative and withiu one year from Address. . 
date of purchase. 261 Broadway, e ad ba New York : 








